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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


Hadrat Shaykh al-Hadlth Maulana Shah Jalll Ahmad 
Akhun damat barakdtuhum hails from a noble family. 
In 1932, his respected father, Hadrat Maulana Niyaz 
Muhammad KhutanI Turkistanl Sahib rahimahullah 
emigrated from Hotan, a town in the Xinjiang province 
of China, to India with the aim of acquiring knowledge 
of Islam. After spending ten years at Dar al-'Ulum 
Deoband he went to the desert-like region of Bahawal 
Nagar on the instruction of his teachers, Hadrat 
Maulana Muhammad Idris Khandhelwl Sahib 
rahimahullah, Hadrat Shaykh al-Islam Maulana 
Sayyid Husayn Ahmad Madam rahimahullah and 
Hadrat Maulana Sayyid Muhammad Badr-e-'Alam 
MIrathI Madam rahimahullah. He spent fifty years 
rendering religious services in that area until he 
passed away in 1992. He left behind great sources of 
perpetual reward (sadaqah jariyah) for himself in the 
form of the Islamic learning centre-Jami' al-'Ulum, 
'Idgah, Bahawal Nagar-,students and pious offspring. 
Hadrat Shaykh has compiled the biography of his 
respected father in a book titled “ Mushk-e-Khutan” 
which rekindles the Iman of those who read it. 

The honourable mother of Hadrat Shaykh was related 
to a family from Saharanpur. This family had a strong 
affiliation with Khanqah Rahlmlyyah, Raipur. The 
maternal grandfather of Hadrat Shaykh, Hadrat Qarl 
Abul Hasan Saharanpurl rahimahullah was the special 
attendant of Hadrat Maulana Shah 'Abd ar-Rahlm 
Ralpurl, and on Hadrat RalpurTs instruction, he 
spent forty years serving the noble Qur’an in a town 
close to Bahawal Nagar where he passed away in the 
year 1968. 
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Hadrat Shaykh passed his exams at the Government 
Comprehensive High School in Bahawal Nagar with 
excellent results and thereafter, through divine 
inspiration, he bid farewell to his worldly studies and 
enrolled in Jami'ah Islamlyyah, Binnori Town, 
Karachi. He graduated in 1986 after spending eight 
years acquiring religious knowledge from teachers who 
were pillars of knowledge and practice. In 1987 he 
commenced teaching and administrating at Jami' al- 
'Ulum, 'Idgah, Bahawal Nagar and taught almost every 
subject in the syllabus for many years. In 1992 he 
was given the post of Shaykh al-Hadlth and has been 
teaching Bukhari Sharif and Tirmidhl Sharif ever since. 

In 1980 he began attending the gatherings of Hadrat 
Maulana Shah Hakim Muhammad Akhtar Sahib 
rahimahullah and was present for nearly all the Friday 
programmes. Hadrat Wala rahimahullah always paid 
special attention and showed kindness to Hadrat 
Shaykh. Hadrat Wala rahimahullah mentioned on 
numerous occasions, “Hadrat Shaykh has been in my 
company from a long time and has been coming to me 
since his childhood.” He also said, “Maulana is my 
Photostat copy.” Once when Hadrat Shaykh delivered 
a lecture in the presence of Hadrat Wala rahimahullah 
at Khanqah Imdadlyyah Ashrafiyyah, Gulshan Iqbal, 
Karachi, Hadrat Wala rahimahullah was pleased and 
said, “In the beginning Maulana was my “Photostat 
copy”, now he has become exactly like me. This was a 
reference to nisbat-e-ittihadl (unity in affiliation). 

In 1996 Hadrat Wala rahimahullah granted Hadrat 
Shaykh khilafat and instructed him to commence the 
khanqah work in Bahawal Nagar. Hadrat Wala 
rahimahullah personally went from Karachi to 
Bahawal Nagar in 1997 and laid the foundation of 
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Khanqah Ashrafiyyah Akhtarlyyah where presently, 
al-hamdulillah, spiritual reformation and purification 
is taking place on a large scale. Hadrat Wala 
rahimahullah mentioned many times, “Our agency is 
based in Bahawal Nagar and there you will acquire 
our wealth.” 

Through the blessing of the kindness, love and 
affiliation with Hadrat Wala rahimahullah, Hadrat 
Shaykh was fortunate to visit Hadrat rahimahullah 
three days before his demise and was present at the 
time of his actual passing away. He was also blessed 
to be part of the bathing, enshrouding and burial of 
Hadrat rahimahullah. 

It is through the special attention and the blessing of 
the du'a of Hadrat Wala rahimahullah that Allah ta'ala 
is using Hadrat Shaykh for the work of spiritual 
purification, spiritual reformation and developing a 
deep love for Allah ta'ala on an international level. 
Under the supervision of Khanqah Ashrafiyyah 
Akhtarlyyah in Bahawal Nagar a vast amount of 
religious work is taking place in the form of 
programmes, daily acts of devotion, printing of 
lectures, discourses, and religious literature; as well 
as providing lectures and correspondence pertaining 
to spiritual reformation via the internet. Hadrat 
Shaykh has established Khanqah Jallllyyah in Multan 
and khanqahs in Britain, Australia, Karachi, Quetta 
and other places using the name Dar al-Islah where 
religious work is taking place on a permanent and 
regular basis. May Allah ta'ala protect these khanqahs 
from all forms of the evil eye, evils and trials. May He 
bless Hadrat Shaykh with a long life with good health 
and ease and grant him acceptance in his religious 
services. May Allah ta'ala bless the biological and 
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spiritual children of Hadrat Shaykh with His 
friendship. Amin. 
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A WORD FROM THE AUTHOR 


(jl 1 r>^ ^yfi 4ljU ijf-ll IJvJO U1 Jyl\ a]j —jj ^Jp J 0-U^- 


In 1998, Allah ta'ala blessed me with the opportunity 
of accompanying my spiritual mentor, Hadrat 
Maulana Shah Hakim Muhammad Akhtar Sahib 
rahimahullah on a trip to Rangoon and Dhaka. The 
details of that journey are recorded in a book titled, 
Safr Ndmah Rangun-o-Dhakah. It is through the 
special mercy of Allah ta'ala that one day, after taking 
the pledge of allegiance from a huge crowd, Hadrat 
rahimahullah asked me to explain the daily acts of 
devotion and other related matters to them. In 
addition to the daily acts of devotion I spoke about the 
greatness, necessity and recognition of a spiritual 
mentor. The audience benefited tremendously to the 
extent that Hadrat’s special attendant, Hadrat Mir 
'Ishrat Jamil Sahib damat barakatuhum said to 
Hadrat rahimahullah, “I benefited greatly from 
Maulana’s lecture and my love for you has increased 
tremendously.” 

Thereafter Hadrat Mir Sahib damat barakatuhum and 
myself spoke on the same topic at various venues. In 
fact it can be said that from that point onwards, this 
topic was discussed openly and in detail. When we 
returned to Pakistan, Hadrat instructed me to deliver 
the first lecture in the khanqah masjid, Masjid-e- 
Ashraf, and to give a report on our journey. Upon the 
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insistence of my colleagues, that travelogue was made 
into a book and a brief biography of Hadrat 
rahimahullah was included at the beginning. Most of 
the information for the brief biography was provided 
by Hadrat Mir Sahib ddmat barakdtuhum and there 
were some aspects which I personally heard from 
Hadrat rahimahullah. This short biography of Hadrat 
rahimahullah was published in the beginning of the 
book, Safr Namah Rangun-o-Dhakah. When I came to 
the khanqah in Karachi and presented the book to 
Hadrat rahimahullah, Hadrat looked at the section on 
his biography and expressed his displeasure. Hadrat 
rahimahullah said, “You must remove it from the next 
edition.” I asked for forgiveness for publishing the 
biography without permission and promised not to do 
so in the future and subsequently returned to 
Bahawal Nagar. After three or four days, Hadrat 
rahimahullah phoned me and said, “People are saying, 
“After reading the pages on your biography, we have 
developed intense love for you! We have understood 
that we should not look at the gloiy days of Allah’s 
friends but rather at their days of mujahadah and we 
should follow that path.” So leave the biography as it 
is. In fact gather more information and incidents and 
publish them.” 

Al-hamdulillah, after this encouragement and 
permission from Hadrat rahimahullah I sensed that 
this biography will become the foundation for all 
future books which will be written about Hadrat 
rahimahullah in detail. Now that Hadrat rahimahullah 
is no longer with us, the many articles which have 
been written about him and his life have been used in 
this brief biography. These have been published in 
writings such as Roznamah Islam, Darb-e-Mumin, 
Mahnamah al-Abrar Karachi, Haft Roz Khawar 
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Bahawal Nagar, Sada’e-Islam Melsl, Haft Roz Khatm-e- 
Nubuwwat, Roznamah Na’l Bat and the official 
magazine of Dar al-'Ulum Deoband Waqf, Mahnamah 
Nida’e Dar al-'Ulum Deoband. 

The spiritual blessings of the pious increase even 
more after they leave this world. Today when Hadrat’s 
spiritual blessings are spreading all over, I sensed the 
urge to publish this manuscript of Hadrat’s biography 
in the form of a book so that the ummat can take total 
and complete benefit from the life and actions of 
Hadrat rahimahullah whether it be in the form of a 
book, a recorded lecture or through his khulafa’. It is 
for this veiy reason that the life and works of the 
pious elders are recorded in books. In fact some pious 
elders have prepared autobiographies on their lives. 
Hadrat Shaykh al-Hadlth Maulana Muhammad 
Zakarlyya Khandhelwl rahimahullah said, “I gained 
the most benefit from reading the biographies of the 
pious elders.” 

Al-hamdulillah, this biography titled, Majma' al-Bihar 
- “The confluence of oceans”, is before you. The title is 
taken from the statement of Hadrat rahimahullah 
wherein he said, “I drank from the sea water of three 
elders. Three years from Maulana Shah Muhammad 
Ahmad Partabgarhl Sahib rahimahullah, seventeen 
years from Maulana Shah 'Abd al-Ghani Phulpuri 
rahimahullah and thereafter from Maulana Shah 
Abrar al-Haqq Hardo’i Sahib rahimahullah.” 

Lastly, I am grateful to all those friends and colleagues 
who, in a short space of time, played a great role in 
the printing of this beneficial book by working day and 
night. I make special du'a for Maulana Muhammad 
Amjad, Qari Muhammad Qasim Jallll, Fayyad 
Mahmud, Abrar Mahmud, Sayyid Akhtar GhazI, 
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Muhammad 'Adnan, Talib Mustafa and 'Adil Jawed. 
May Allah ta'dla accept their beautiful efforts. Amin. 
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THE BIOGRAPHY 


I am taking the courage to present the biography of 
Hadrat Maulana Shah Hakim Muhammad Akhtar 
Sahib rahimahullah in a veiy concise manner so that 
it may become a means of spiritual blessing and 
appreciation and an establishment of a light on the 
path of spiritual reformation for the seekers of the 
truth. However the men of Allah ta'ala do not desire 
that their biographies be published nor are they in 
need of it. Ta’ib Sahib says, 

The one who is envied by even the sun and 
moon (due to his tremendous light and 
brightness) has no grief or concern if 
someone else lights even a thousand 
candles. (He is never envious of the 
thousands of lights of others since his light 
is so bright that even the sun and moon 
envy him). 

Birth 

Our spiritual mentor, Hadrat Maulana Shah Hakim 
Muhammad Akhtar Sahib rahimahullah was born in a 
respectable family in a small suburb called Athlhah in 
the district of Partabgarh in the U.P province of India. 
The year of his birth was 1924. His father’s name was 
Muhammad Husayn and he worked for the 
government. Hadrat rahimahullah was the only son 
and he had two sisters. Hence his father loved him 
tremendously. Hadrat would weep when mentioning 
the kindness and love of his father. 
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Appearance and physical features 

Allah ta'ala blessed Hadrat rahimahullah with 
physical beauty in addition to his spiritual beauty. 
Hadrat rahimahullah was tall, well-built, and had a 
whitish reddish complexion. He had an oval, radiant 
face, a pointed nose and eyes that were filled with the 
intense love of Allah ta'ala. Often his eyes flowed with 
tears in remembrance of Allah ta'dla and this 
continued till his demise. A few moments before 
passing away two tears flowed from Hadrat’s eyes onto 
his cheeks. He had a wide forehead which was radiant 
with the light of Allah and was a sign of good fortune. 
He had a broad chest, long arms and wide palms. 
When Hadrat’s restlessness increased due to the 
separation from Allah ta'ala, he would sigh and take a 
deep breath which would cause his chest to swell. It 
would seem that if he did not take a breath, his chest 
would burst out of the separation of Allah ta'ala. 

Hadrat rahimahullah would often wear white clothing. 
His pants would reach till mid-calf. When Hadrat wore 
white clothing and the five-piece topi, and entered a 
gathering, an onlooker’s eyes would be entirely 
transfixed on him. How many people’s lives changed 
just by a single gaze at Hadrat rahimahullaM There 
was humbleness coupled with a sort of independence 
found in his gait. Hadrat used to wear white socks 
and open shoes. In winter, Hadrat used to wear a 
kurta made from warm cloth over his normal kurta. In 
this manner Hadrat used to practise on the way of the 
early friends of Allah ta'ala by wearing a second kurta. 
Hadrat’s kurta had three pockets. The front pocket 
was situated on the left side. It had a flap which could 
close with a button or Velcro. A chain was attached to 
the right and left pockets. 
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Hadrat would practise stick fighting daily out of his 
fervour for jihad and he did other exercises. He paid 
careful attention to his health. He always wore a pants 
but during his thirteen year long illness he wore a 
loincloth (lungi). 

The signs of his absorption in Allah during his 
childhood 

The signs of Hadrat’s absorption in Allah ta'ala 
became evident in his veiy childhood. While Hadrat’s 
father was in Sultanpur for some government work his 
elder sister, who herself was a child at the time, would 
take him to the Imam of the local masjid, Janab Hafiz 
Abu al-Barakat Sahib rahimahullah to read and blow 
on him. Janab Hafiz Sahib rahimahullah was the 
khallfah of Hadrat Hakim al-Ummat Mujaddid al- 
Millat Maulana Ashraf All Thanwl Sahib rahimahullah. 
Hadrat Wala rahimahullah said, “Even at that time, I 
recognised the door, walls and sand of the masjid veiy 
well due to the love of Allah ta'ala. I could perceive the 
fragrance of Allah ta'ala coming from Hadrat Hafiz 
Sahib rahimahullah and I would think in my heart 
that he is the beloved of Allah ta'ala.” For such a 
young child to sense the love of Allah ta'ala when his 
mind and emotions were not fully developed, is a sign 
that Hadrat Wala rahimahullah was a friend of Allah 
ta'ala from birth. When Hadrat Wala gained more 
understanding, his love for the pious increased even 
more. He would become delighted by observing their 
ways and he gazed at every Maulana, Hafiz and 
bearded-man with love. 

After acquiring Urdu education till grade four, Hadrat 
Wala rahimahullah requested his father to send him to 
Deoband to acquire Islamic knowledge but his father 
enrolled him into middle school. Hadrat’s heart was 
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totally disinclined to worldly education and he 
beseeched his father many times but upon his father’s 
insistence and having no other choice, he passed 
those days in school with great difficulty,. 

At that time, when Hadrat Wala rahimahulldh had not 
even reached the age of puberty, he would go to a 
masjid in the woods, far away from home and worship 
Allah ta'dla. He would ciy in seclusion out of the 
remembrance of Allah ta'dla. There were a few Muslim 
homes situated close to the masjid. Hadrat 
rahimahulldh encouraged them to perform salah and 
made regular effort on them until the adhan and 
congregational salah started in the masjid. The people 
would jokingly call Hadrat the ‘pir’, spiritual guide, of 
that masjid’s congregants. 

In his veiy childhood, Hadrat would sometimes wake 
up in the latter part of the night, proceed to a masjid, 
perform tahajjud salah and ciy profusely till fajr out of 
the remembrance of Allah ta'dla. On one occasion, one 
of his father’s friends noticed him and informed his 
father. The next day when Hadrat exited the masjid 
just before fajr salah, his father was waiting outside 
and said, “You are my only son. There are thieves, 
robbers and enemies here in the woods so please do 
not come here alone at this time of the night. Perform 
your tahajjud salah at home.” In obedience to his 
father’s command, Hadrat began performing his 
tahajjud salah at home. After observing this, his 
father stopped calling him by his name and addressed 
him as ‘Maulwl Sahib’. His friends also called him 
‘durwesh’ (dervish) and ‘faqlr’ (saint). How true is the 
saying, 

Regard the words of the creation as the 

echo of Allah. 
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Benefiting from the MathnawJ of Maulana RumT 

During that period before puberty Hadrat 
rahimahulldh developed an intense love for the 
Mathnawi of Maulana Jalal ad-DIn Rum! 
rahimahulldh. Hadrat’s Qur’an teacher would recite 
the Mathnawi Sharif in a veiy touching voice. Hadrat 
Wala rahimahulldh would request him to recite the 
Mathnawi Sharif so he would recite it in a veiy moving 
tone which would cause Hadrat’s heart to tremble. 
From that point onwards, Hadrat Wala developed a 
boundless love for Hadrat Maulana Rum! 
rahimahulldh and out of his desire to understand the 
Mathnawi Sharif he began to study Persian. Hadrat 
rahimahulldh would often say, “My first spiritual 
mentor was Maulana Rum! rahimahulldh. It is through 
him that my restless heart became calm. Initially, I 
acquired the yearning for Allah’s love from Maulana 
Rum! rahimahulldh.” In that period, he would recite 
couplets from the Mathnawi Sharif and cry, especially 
the following couplet, 

O Allah! I want my chest to become 
chapters out of my grief of separation from 
You so that I can explain the commentary 
of Your love through my yearning. 

That person whose chest has been ravaged 
by the fire of true love has been cleansed of 
greed, lust, vanity, pride, love for the world, 
love for fame, malice, jealousy and all evil 
characteristics. 

I weep and ciy in a silent wilderness of the 
jungle where there is no one to hear my 
lamentations and nobody knows the secret 
of my love besides Allah. 
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Studying unani medicine 

After grade seven, Hadrat wala’s father insisted on 
enrolling Hadrat into the medical college of Allahabad 
and said, “After studying medicine you can study 
Arabic.” So Hadrat went to Allahabad to study 
medicine according to his father’s wishes and resided 
at his paternal aunt’s home. There was a masjid in the 
desert, one mile from where he was staying which was 
famously known as the masjid of the jinn. Sometimes 
Hadrat would go there and engage in the 
remembrance of Allah. He would often say, “May Allah 
ta'dla reward my father for making me study 
medicine. It helps me to save my friends from 
becoming imbalanced. I am extremely considerate of 
their health by using my medical expertise to keep 
them well-balanced. I do not prescribe such du'as and 
incantations which will cause mental harm to them. 

Hadrat is the student of a medical teacher who 
studied directly under the late Hakim Muhammad 
Ajmal Khan. 

Letters to Hakim al-Ummat Hadrat Thanwi 

After reading one of the famous discourses of Hakim 
al-Ummat Mujaddid al-Millat Hadrat Maulana Ashraf 
'All Thanwi rahimahulldh titled Rabat al-Qulubl, 
Hadrat developed a lot of compatibility and love with 
this spiritual lineage. Hadrat wrote a letter to Hadrat 
Thanwi rahimahulldh requesting for bay'at (allegiance 
of spiritual reformation) but the reply came that 
Hadrat was ill so he should choose any one of 
Hadrat’s khulafa’ to make his reformation. A few days 
later news arrived that Hadrat Thanwi rahimahulldh 
had left this world. Hadrat was extremely grieved and 
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he recited the following couplets over and over again 
whilst ciying, 

The angel has gone to the heavens. I have 
remained on the ground like a sediment. 

The nightingales have built their nest in the 
garden whilst the owl is fluttering around 
in the ruins. 

On the day when Hadrat graduated from medical 
college and came to his aunt’s home, he received the 
news that his father had passed away. Hadrat was 
extremely grief-stricken and sad but he managed to 
compose himself and went to the graveyard. He gazed 
at the graves with eyes that took lesson and explained 
to himself that this is everyone's final abode and true 
servitude is for one to be happy with the decree of 
Allah ta'dla. 

The search for a spiritual guide 

From his very childhood, Hadrat was divinely drawn 
to the fire of Allah’s love. After the demise of Hadrat 
Thanwl rahimahullah he searched for such a spiritual 
guide and mentor from the spiritual chain of Hadrat 
Thanwl rahimahullah who was totally absorbed and 
gripped with the yearning and love for Allah ta'dla. 
During this period, Hadrat Wala continued to visit one 
of the seniors in the chain of Hadrat Maulana Shah 
Fadl ar-Rahman Sahib Ganj MuradabadI 
rahimahullah in Allahabad, Hadrat Maulana Shah 
Muhammad Ahmad Sahib Partabgirhl rahimahullah. 
He would remain in the company of Maulana daily 
from 'asr till 11pm at night. 

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ahmad Sahib 
rahimahullah was a man of great spiritual affiliation 
and was an embodiment of love. He showed extreme 
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love and kindness to Hadrat. If perchance Hadrat 
Wala stayed over for the night, Hadrat Maulana 
Muhammad Ahmad Sahib rahimahullah would bring 
his bed from his house to the khanqah and say, 
“Great 'ulama’ come here but I do not fetch my bed 
from my house. I come out of my house and sleep here 
only for your sake.” He wrote in one letter, “There is 
no one in the world who loves me to the extent that 
you love me.” According to the statement of Hadrat 
Maulana Mufti Mahmud al-Hasan Gangohi 
rahimahullah, Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ahmad 
Sahib rahimahullah possessed the strongest spiritual 
affiliation in the Naqshabandlyyah chain and he had 
attained the position of a qutb. He would recite poetiy 
with extreme emotion and love. That love would be 
transmitted by Hadrat via his affiliation with poetiy. 
Hadrat Wala’s enthusiasm for poetiy was nurtured in 
the company of Hadrat Maulana rahimahullah. During 
that time, the first poem in the life of Hadrat was 
composed which expresses the fire of hidden yearning 
and desire for Allah ta'ala. 

My heart is so restless due to the pain of 
separation. Like a (restless) fish on hot 
sand with no water. 

Hadrat received khilafat from Hadrat Partabgarhl. 

The pledge 

Hadrat Wala was informed that there was a great 
khallfah of Hadrat Maulana Shah Ashraf 'All Thanwi 
rahimahullah staying in Phulpur by the name of 
Hadrat Maulana Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl Phulpuri Sahib 
rahimahullah. One of Hadrat’s friends gave an eye 
witness account of the spiritual state, yearning, love 
and absorption in Allah of Hadrat Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl 
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rahimahulldh so Hadrat Shaykh felt greatly inclined to 
him and felt that Hadrat Maulana Phulpuri Sahib 
rahimahulldh was veiy suitable and compatible for 
him. Thus Hadrat decided to take Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl 
Phulpuri rahimahulldh as his spiritual guide and 
mentor. When Hadrat Wala wrote his first letter to 
Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl Phulpuri rahimahulldh he added 
the following couplet, 

O Shah! I sacrifice my heart and life for 

you. 

In response Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl Phulpuri 
rahimahulldh wrote, “I find that you have the 
temperament of a lover and lovers tread the path of 
Allah veiy quickly. Glad tidings on your love for your 
spiritual guide. Love for the guide is the key for all the 
stages of spiritual reformation.” Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl 
Phulpuri Sahib rahimahulldh accepted Hadrat as one 
of his disciples and prescribed some incantations for 
him. 

In the company of Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl Phulpuri 

Hadrat Wala was restless because he wanted to visit 
his spiritual mentor and stay in his company but due 
to certain factors that prevented him, he could not go 
immediately. During this period he would go to a 
desolate masjid on the outskirts of a residential area 
close to his town and complete his daily acts of 
worship. Finally the time arrived for him to go, so 
close to 'Id al-Adha he took permission from his 
mother and left for Phulpur. He reached Phulpur on 
'Id day and his heart and soul were ecstatic. 
Happiness was dripping from every part of his body. 
Hadrat Phulpuri rahimahulldh was engaged in the 
recitation of the Qur’an. His topi was on the ground, 
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his hair was dishevelled and his collar was torn. If you 
saw him you would think that you were meeting 
Shams ad-DIn TabrezI rahimahullah. When Hadrat 
Phulpuri rahimahullah turned towards Hadrat Wala 
rahimahullah, he said, “My name is Muhammad 
Akhtar. I have come from Partabgarh for my spiritual 
reformation. I intend to stay for forty days.” Hadrat 
Phulpuri rahimahullah instructed his eldest son to 
make arrangements for Hadrat’s accommodation and 
meals. Thereafter Hadrat rahimahullah attached 
himself so strongly to his spiritual mentor that he 
spent seventeen years in his company and service. He 
spent ten years engaging in unimaginable spiritual 
exercises. Hadrat Phulpuri rahimahullah would engage 
in worship from the time of tahajjud. After a little 
while he would begin to make dhikr and repeat, 
“Allah, Allah.” It was as if immense steam was 
emitting from the fire of love in his chest that his 
chest would burst if he did not make this dhikr. 
Hadrat Wala says in a couplet, 

The “ah” that comes out from time to time 
is the expression of the fire of yearning. 

Sometimes whilst reciting the Qur’an, Hadrat would 
say with great love and restlessness, 

Come into my eyes and become part of my 
heart. 

And sometimes he would recite the poem of Khwajah 
Majdhub rahimahullah with extreme love, 

I am rubbing my forehead at this door and 
will continue to do so till the Day of 
Resurrection. This head is not the head of 
an ascetic. It is the head of one who is 
madly in love. 
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Love for the spiritual mentor, service and spiritual 
sacrifices 

Hadrat would wake up with his spiritual mentor at the 
time of tahajjud, arrange the wudu water for him and 
when his spiritual mentor engaged in worship, Hadrat 
would move back a little and sit waiting so that there 
would be no disturbance to the worship of Hadrat 
Phulpurl rahimahullah. Hadrat continued sitting for as 
long as his spiritual mentor was engaged in worship. 
His spiritual guide would engage in worship for 
approximately seven hours daily, from tahajjud till 
midday. When both of them were served lunch, they 
would eat. Throughout those ten years Hadrat did not 
eat breakfast at all. Hadrat Phulpurl rahimahullah did 
not eat breakfast on account of his old age, so Hadrat 
Wala also refused to eat breakfast because it would 
inconvenience the family of Hadrat Phulpurl 
rahimahullah to send breakfast for him daily. At that 
young age not a grain would enter his mouth from the 
morning till 1pm. Hadrat says, “My breakfast was the 
sight of my spiritual mentor, remembrance of Allah, 
recitation of Qur’an and ishraq salah. I would perceive 
such divine light that till today my heart and soul 
perceives it.” Hadrat would sit under some trees in the 
jungle with his spiritual mentor on a moonlit night 
and engage in dhikr. It was a wonderful spiritual 
atmosphere and ecstasy. 

Sometimes as a supernatural act of the 
grief that passes through my heart, I feel 
this world has no sky. 

The state of Hadrat Phulpuri’s ecstasy and absorption 
in Allah’s love was strange. There was no toilet or 
bathroom at his residence. One had to go to the jungle 
to relieve himself. There was a pond close by for 

29 



making wudu and ghusl and it was filled with leeches. 
During the winter days the water would become ice- 
cold. When Hadrat took a bath, it felt as though 
scorpions were stinging for as long as one minute. 
Whilst bathing the leeches had to be removed so that 
they did not stick to any part of the body. There was a 
well close to the masjid but Hadrat Shaykh Phulpurl 
rahimahulldh did not take water from it. Hence Hadrat 
would fetch water for his spiritual mentor from a 
stream one mile away in the intense heat daily. In 
short, Hadrat remained busy in the service of his 
spiritual mentor day and night, on journey and at his 
spiritual mentor’s residence. 

During one journey, I met Janab Muhammad Ilyas 
Qurayshi Dehlawl Sahib who had come from India. He 
narrated a stoiy and said that he witnessed this 
incident with his own eyes. He says, “In 1958 Hadrat 
Maulana Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl Phulpurl rahimahulldh 
came to our house in Delhi. Hadrat Hakim 
Muhammad Akhtar Sahib was also with him. Hadrat 
Hakim Sahib was in the prime of his youth. It was 
extremely cold. My mother was alive and was old too. 
My father had already passed away. Hadrat Shah 'Abd 
al-Ghanl Sahib rahimahulldh said to me, “Tell your 
mother to heat the wudu water for tahajjud and give it 
to us at 'isha’ time. She must not burden herself to 
wake up at night. Muhammad Akhtar will make all 
the arrangements himself.” The water was heated on a 
daily basis in an iron utensil and given to them. 
Hadrat Hakim Sahib would wrap it in a dark brown 
blanket and keep it on his side. He would then cover 
himself with a quilt so that through his body heat and 
the heat of the quilt, the water would not become cold. 
I do not know how he slept holding that utensil the 
entire night. When Hadrat Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl 
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Phulpuri Sahib rahimahulldh would wake up for 
tahajjud, the water would be warm and Hakim Sahib 
would assist him to make wudu.” 

Janab Muhammad Ilyas Qurayshi Sahib says, “Hadrat 
remained in our house for many days and I witnessed 
this scenario daily. I became veiy astonished. Really, 
love has a supernatural effect giving a person every 
type of strength.” 

Hadrat Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl Sahib rahimahulldh used 
to say, “Akhtar remains attached and close to me like 
a breastfeeding child to its mother.” 

Hadrat rahimahulldh would record his spiritual 
mentor’s knowledge, recognition of Allah and 
statements with great devotion and love. Therefore 
Hadrat Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl Sahib rahimahulldh said, 
“Hakim Akhtar even records my deep and intricate 
topics.” Hence through Hadrat, the divine knowledge 
of Hadrat Phulpuri rahimahulldh was proliferated. 
During the lifetime of Hadrat Phulpuri rahimahulldh, 
Ma'rifat-e-Ildhiyyah, Ma r iyyat-e-Rahiyyah, Barahln-e- 
Qati'ah, Sharab Ki Hurmat, Malfuzat-e-Hadrat Shah 
r Abd al-Ghanl Sahib rahimahulldh and other books 
were published. These works reached the people from 
the pen of Hadrat Wala. 

Acquiring Islamic knowledge 

Hadrat acquired Islamic education from his spiritual 
mentor’s madrasah, Bayt al-'Ulum. Some of his 
colleagues advised him to enrol into Dar al-'Ulum 
Deoband but Hadrat refused saying that if he went 
there, he would not be in the company of his spiritual 
mentor and the soul of knowledge is to keep the 
company of one’s spiritual mentor. He said, 
“According to me, knowledge of Islam is secondary 
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and the love of Allah is of primary importance. Here I 
will be blessed with the company of my spiritual 
mentor together with knowledge and through this 
blessing I will attain Allah ta'ala.” It is through this 
blessing that today, great graduates of Deoband are 
disciples of Hadrat. Hadrat Wala worked so hard in 
his studies that he completed the eight-year long 
syllabus in four years and studied some chapters of 
Bukhari Sharif under his spiritual mentor, Hadrat 
Maulana Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl rahimahullah. Maulana 
Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl rahimahullah is a student of 
Hadrat Gangohi rahimahullah via one teacher. 
Therefore Hadrat has a very great chain of knowledge 
which has been included at the end of this book. 

Blessing and acceptance in knowledge 

Allah ta'dla placed blessings and acceptance in 
Hadrat’s knowledge. Hadrat was able to study certain 
subjects in a short span of time whereas it took 
students and scholars a long time to study those same 
subjects. On one occasion he said, “We had a Persian 
teacher who was a veiy pious friend of Allah. His 
manner of teaching and explaining was not veiy good. 
He could not satisfy the students. However I learnt 
Persian from him. When I wrote the commentaiy on 
the Mathnawi Sharif and presented it to him in India 
he enquired, “Hakim Akhtar! Did you learn Persian 
from someone else as well?” I replied, “No. This is the 
blessing of what I learnt from you.” He burst into tears 
out of happiness.” 

Simple way of life 

The entire life of Hadrat portrayed simplicity, intense 
love of Allah and striving in the path of truth. Hadrat 
got married in a veiy simple manner to a lady from a 
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village named Kotlah close to A'zamgarh. She was ten 
years older than him but her piety and religiousness 
was well-known throughout the village. It was on that 
basis that Hadrat chose her. 

Hadrat Wala says, “It is possible that due to my 
staying for a long period in the company of my 
spiritual mentor, Shaykh Phulpuri rahimahullah and 
seeing my relationship of intense love for him, my wife 
gave me permission from the start and said, 
“Whenever you wish, you can stay in the company of 
your spiritual mentor. We will not object. We have no 
restrictions for you.”” Hadrat says, “She was always 
my assistant in Islam. She told me from the start, “We 
will always assist you. We will eat whatever you feed 
us. We will wear whatever clothes you provide. If you 
go without food, we will do the same. If you live in the 
jungle, we will join you. We will never request or 
demand anything from you and we will never trouble 
you.” Hadrat says, “She practically fulfilled this 
promise and did not request for anything her entire 
life-not for jewellery, clothes nor wealth. She did not 
possess love for the world at all. She did not even 
know where the world resided. Often she would be 
engaged in the recitation of the Qur’an when I entered 
my home.” Hadrat Shaykh Phulpuri rahimahullah said 
regarding Hadrat, “Not only is he a man of spiritual 
affiliation but so is his wife.” 

In 1960 when Hadrat Phulpuri rahimahullah 
emigrated to Pakistan, Hadrat Wala emigrated with 
him but he left behind his wife and son, Maulana 
Muhammad Mazhar Miyan Sahib damat barakatuhum 
who was a child at the time in India. For one year due 
to financial constraints, he could not bring his family 
to Pakistan nor could he go to India. Hadrat’s wife 
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went through great difficulty in this one year but she 
never wrote a letter of complaint to him. Only in one 
letter she mentioned their son’s severe illness and 
requested du'as. She did not ask Hadrat to return nor 
did she even complain in that letter. 

Whatever emotions have to pass through 
my heart has passed but those servants 
who strive for Your pleasure cannot utter a 
word (of displeasure). 

Hadrat says, “According to me, she was the Rabi'ah 
Basriyyah of her era. I will tell you a secret. I have 
always been so convinced of her lofty status that even 
now, I make du'a using her as a medium (wastiah). 
Two to three days before she passed away, members of 
the family and female visitors could often smell a 
fragrance emanating from her which they did not 
smell their entire life.” 

Even after her demise, there were many glad tidings 
about her in the form of dreams. Mufti Husayn Bhayat 
Sahib damat barakdtuhum of South Africa had seen in 
a dream the day after she passed away that he wants 
to enter Paradise but an angel prevented him saying, 
“Not now.” Hadrat’s wife approached from behind and 
the angel allowed her so she entered Paradise. There 
are many other glad tidings besides this dream but 
this is not the place for it. Hadrat’s wife passed away 
in the year 2000. 

Hadrat Phulpuri’s intense love for Allah 

Hadrat describes his spiritual mentor’s intense love 
for Allah ta'dla in the following couplets: 

We have seen your torn collars and wine 
glasses spilling with the fire of yearning. We 
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have seen your belongings burnt with His 
love and moths fluttering restlessly due to 
the inflammation of love. We are prepared 
to sacrifice the wealth of both worlds now 
for the yearning you have bestowed upon 
these torn garment ends. 

Hadrat Maulana Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl rahimahullah 
was blessed on twelve occasions with the sight of 
Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam in his dream. 
Once he was blessed with such a close sight of 
Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam that he could 
see the red streaks in the eyes of Rasulullah sallallahu 
'alayhi wa sallam. Hadrat Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl 
rahimahullah asked, “O Rasulullah! Have I seen you 
properly today?” Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam replied, “Yes, 'Abd al-Ghanl. Today you have 
seen the Rasul of Allah properly.” In the end Hadrat 
emigrated with his spiritual mentor to Pakistan and 
remained with him until his demise. He served him in 
a manner that is without comparison. Hadrat 
Maulana Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl Phulpurl rahimahullah 
passed away on the 12 August 1963 and is buried in 
the graveyard of Papush Nagar. 

Khilafat 

Hadrat Maulana Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl Phulpurl 
rahimahullah made a bequest that his disciples should 
refer to the last khalifah of Mujaddid-e-Millat Hakim 
al-Ummat Hadrat Maulana Shah Ashraf 'All Thanwl 
rahimahullah, Hadrat Maulana Shah Abrar al-Haqq 
Sahib rahimahullah. Therefore, in accordance to this 
bequest, Hadrat Wala rahimahullah took the 
allegiance of spiritual reformation with Maulana Shah 
Abrar al-Haqq Sahib rahimahullah after the demise of 
his spiritual mentor, Hadrat Maulana Shah 'Abd al- 
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Ghanl Phulpuri rahimahullah. Two years later he 
received khilafat. Regarding this, Hadrat Wala saw a 
dream many years prior to receiving khilafat that 
Hadrat Maulana Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl Phulpuri 
rahimahullah said to Hadrat Maulana Shah Abrar al- 
Haqq Sahib rahimahullah, “Grant khilafat to Akhtar.” 
The meaning of the dream became clear many years 
later. 

Maulana Shah Abrar al-Haqq Sahib rahimahullah 
used to visit Hadrat Maulana Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl 
rahimahullah in Phulpur because he referred to 
Hadrat Maulana Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl rahimahullah 
after the demise of Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah and 
Khwajah Majdhub rahimahullah. He witnessed Hadrat 
Wala serving his spiritual mentor for sixteen years. 
Hence he used to say, “We read in the books about 
how people who lived seven to eight centuries ago 
used to serve their spiritual mentors but did not 
witness it ourselves. After observing Maulana Hakim 
Akhtar Sahib I gauged that perhaps this is how the 
people of the past served their spiritual mentors. 
When Hadrat Phulpuri rahimahullah passed away 
Maulana Shah Abrar al-Haqq Sahib rahimahullah 
wrote a letter to Hadrat saying, “Glad tidings to you on 
serving your spiritual mentor from beginning till the 
end.” Once he said to Hadrat in Jeddah, ‘The great 
service of Islam which is being taken from you is on 
account of your service of Hadrat Phulpuri 
rahimahullah.” In 1390 A.H. Hadrat was fortunate to 
visit the Haramayn Sharlfayn for the second time. 
There he met Hadrat Maulana Shah Abrar al-Haqq 
Sahib rahimahullah and Hadrat Maulana Shah 
Muhammad Ahmad Partabgarhl Sahib rahimahullah. 
Hadrat was veiy happy to see and meet his spiritual 
mentors. Hadrat also delivered lectures in the Haram 
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and over fifty people took the oath of allegiance on his 
hands. Whilst making tawaf of the ka'bah, the 
following couplets which bring forth an amazing 
spiritual ecstasy were composed: 

How fortunate am I to be making tawaf of 
Your house. O Lord! Am I awake or 
dreaming? My goal is neither the roses, 
their hue, nor fragrance. The flow of my life 
is in a different direction. No sooner the 
stars of my tears fell on this ground, the 
chord of my servitude glittered on the 
horizon. 

After his first spiritual mentor passed away, Hadrat 
Wala used to travel from Pakistan to visit his second 
spiritual mentor, Hadrat Maulana Shah Abrar al-Haqq 
Sahib rahimahullah in Hardol, India. Once he stayed 
with Hadrat Maulana Shah Abrar al-Haqq Sahib 
rahimahullah for fifty days. This action of Hadrat 
illustrates the importance of the spiritual mentor to 
those who tread this path of spiritual reformation. 

As per his prescribed programme, Hadrat Maulana 
Shah Abrar al-Haqq Sahib rahimahullah asked 
Hadrat, “Study Nuraru Qa'idah under the guidance of 
the madrasah Qari Sahib. If you want, Qari Sahib can 
even come to your room and teach you. Hadrat 
replied, “No Hadrat. I will go to the classroom and 
learn.” Hence Hadrat sat with children and learnt 
Nuraru Qa'idah. Hadrat Maulana Shah Abrar al-Haqq 
Sahib rahimahullah related this incident in many 
places and recited the poem of Maulana Jalal ad-DIn 
RumI rahimahullah: 
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Such a great spiritual mentor has become a 
beggar today, going door to door. When love 
comes, it comes in this way. 

The fruits of spiritual exercises 

During his stay with Hadrat Phulpuri rahimahullah, 
Hadrat had to undergo many difficulties which send 
shivers down one’s spine just listening to them. This 
was besides his optional striving and mujahadat. This 
is not the place to disclose those details but I will 
mention four couplets of Hadrat wherein he refers to 
those difficulties and the harm he was caused by 
people. 

Do you know what lessons the yearning for 
your love have given me? The cries, 
lamentations and yearning of my aggrieved 
heart are indebted to you. The habit of my 
compelled heart was to endure oppression 
and make du'a. Time passed on this grieved 
heart at Your door in this manner. When 
the message of Your love came 
automatically to my grieved heart, why 
should blood not flow from the wound of 
my heart and make its way to Your land? O 
Akhtar! I did not know that our blood 
would bring any colour. When the dagger’s 
tongue remains silent, blood will call out 
from the unseen. 

Hadrat endured the difficulties and harms of people 
with great patience and perseverance. He never took 
revenge from anyone nor did he curse them. It was the 
blessing of these enduring difficulties and the fruits of 
conviction, obedience, service and love of his spiritual 
mentor that Allah’s special mercy was directed at 
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Hadrat and Hadrat’s spiritual blessing is spreading 
throughout the world today. Veiy few people have 
been blessed with the perfection of knowledge, 
practice, piety, recognition, fear, affiliation, friendship, 
pain, grief, ardour, sweetness, lamentation, kindness, 
compassion, weeping, restlessness, impressive 
discourses and complete expertise in Sufism which 
Hadrat possesses. Hadrat’s proud writings such as 
Ma'rifat-e-Rahiyyah, Ma'arif-e-Mathnawi, Kashkol-e- 
Ma'rifat, Ruh Ki Bimdriydn Aur Oen Ka 'Raj and others 
are fair testimonies. Hadrat Maulana Shaykh Sayyid 
Muhammad Yusuf Binnori rahimahuUah said after 
studying M'arif-e-Mathnawi, “After reading the 
beautiful book of my respected brother, Maulana 
Hakim Muhammad Akhtar Sahib, Ma'arif-e-Mathnawi, 
I have developed unimaginable respect for Maulana.” 
And after reading the Persian Mathnawi of Hadrat, 
Hadrat Binnori rahimahuUah said, “There is no 
difference between you and Maulana Rum 
rahimahuUah. ” 

Approximately one hundred of Hadrat’s books and 
discourses have been published by the thousands in 
Urdu, English, French, Persian, Turkish, Bengali, 
Burmese, Pashto, Gujarati, Sindhi, Baluchi, and other 
languages. 

Academic expertise and appreciation for 'ulama’ 

Allah ta'ala blessed my spiritual mentor and leader, 
Hadrat Maulana Hakim Muhammad Akhtar Sahib 
rahimahuUah with great academic passion and 
expertise. He was the special student of the leader of 
spiritual mentors, Hadrat Maulana Shah 'Abd al- 
Ghanl Phulpurl rahimahuUah. Hadrat Phulpurl 
rahimahuUah is the student of the source of 
knowledge and virtue, Hadrat Maulana Rashid Ahmad 
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Gangohl rahimahulldh through one medium. Hadrat 
Maulana 'Abd al-Majid Jonpurl was the teacher of 
Hadrat Phulpuri rahimahulldh and the student of 
Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohl rahimahulldh. He 
was in the same class as Maulana Muhammad Yahya 
Kandhelwi rahimahulldh. 

The 'ulama’ throughout the world who have been 
affected by the spiritual blessing of Hadrat also attest 
to Hadrat’s deep insight of the Qur’an and Hadith 
texts and his subtle academic points. This was the 
reason that senior 'ulama’ of every country were 
disciples of Hadrat because Hadrat quenched their 
academic thirst together with purifying and reforming 
them spiritually. Hadrat Maulana Hidayatullah from 
Bangladesh who according to Shaykh al-Islam Hadrat 
Mufti Muhammad Taqi 'Uthmani damat barakatuhum 
was the greatest Muhaddith in all of Asia was also one 
of Hadrat’s disciples and khulafa’. 

Hadrat proved Sufism from the Qur’an and Hadith 
and provided proof from the Qur’an and Hadith for 
those statements of the pious elders which are 
regarded to be based on consensus in Sufism. He 
used to say, “Our Sufism is not without proof.” 
Sometimes he would recite the following couplets, 

Our cries are not without reason. Our 

wound has a context. 

According to the friends of Allah, a little while in the 
company of a saint is better than one hundred years 
of sincere worship. In a popular Persian poem it is 
said, 

A moment in the company of the auliya’ is 

better than a hundred years worship which 

is free from ostentation. 
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In fact, Hakim al-Ummat Hadrat Maulana Shah 
Ashraf 'All Thanwr rahimahullah said that this poem 
should read as follows: 

Better than a hundred thousand years of 

worship which is free from ostentation. 

Hadrat rahimahullah would present the Hadlth of 
Bukhari Sharif as proof for this. Imam Bukhari 
rahimahullah mentions the Hadlth under the Book of 
Iman. It says that there are three actions which bring 
the sweetness of Iman. The first is, 

& \zz 44 Sfj 

If a person only loves someone for the pleasure of 
Allah, he will get the sweetness of Iman. Mulla 'All 
Qarl rahimahullah has written in Mirqat the 
commentary of Mishkat explaining this Hadlth, 
“Whoever gets the sweetness of Iman, it will not be 
taken away from him. So this is a guarantee of death 
with Iman.” Hence if a person sits with love in the 
company of Allah’s friend for a little while, he will 
attain the sweetness of Iman through which he will die 
with Iman whereas there is no guarantee of death with 
Iman for a person who engages in worship for a 
hundred thousand years. 

Hadrat would often use Mirqat the commentary of 
Mishkat and Tafsir Ruh al-Ma r ani as references in his 
discourses. He would say, “Till now there is no Urdu 
translation of these books hence I present them as 
references.” Hadrat would instruct his khulafa’ to cite 
academic references in their talks so that people do 
not regard Sufism to be independent from the Qur’an 
and Hadlth. 
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For many years Hadrat conducted classes in the 
khanqah specialising in Tafsir. Most of the students 
who attended were foreigners of whom the majority 
were from France. Till today they are engaged in 
academic and spiritual services in their respective 
countries. It was due to this same academic passion 
that in 1999 when Hadrat performed his final 'umrah 
in good health, he said in Masjid an-NabawI, “I want 
to fulfil the Sunnat of Rasulullah sallalldhu 'alayhi wa 
sallam of teaching in this masjid.” Thus the eldest son 
of Maulana 'Ashiq Ilahl Bulandshehrl rahimahullah, 
Hadrat Maulana Mufti 'Abd ar-Rahman Kauthar Sahib 
damat barakdtuhum and I (Jalll Ahmad Akhun) were 
chosen for this task. Hadrat taught us the lesson in 
the masjid which I remember till this veiy day. 

The pathway to Paradise is to follow the 
footsteps of Rasulullah sallalldhu 'alayhi 
wa sallam. Following the Sunnat takes one 
to Allah ta'ala. 

Hadrat would use academic terminologies in his talks 
especially when he was in the company of 'ulama’. For 
example, once Maulana 'Abd al-Hamid Sahib, the 
principal of Dar al-'Ulum Azaadville, South Africa who 
is a disciple and khallfah of Hadrat phoned Hadrat 
and said, “Many people are referring to me after I have 
connected myself to you and after your gaze of favour 
on me. I fear that I may be tested by vanity and pride.” 
Hadrat rahimahullah answered him over the phone 
smilingly. This was a telephonic conversation and I 
was present there at the time. Hadrat said, “Express a 
lot of gratitude for this favour. Gratitude is a means of 
gaining the closeness of Allah ta'ala. Pride is a cause 
of becoming distant from Allah ta'ala. Thus ijtima' an- 
naqldayn-the combination of two opposites is 
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impossible. The 'ulama’ who were present were in a 
frenzy by this short telephonic conversation.” Khaza’in 
al-Qur’an and Khaza’in al-Hadith which contain 
Hadrat’s subtle academic points are fair testimonies to 
this. 

Hadrat had a lot of respect for 'ulama’. When we were 
students of Jami'at al-'Ulum al-Islamlyyah Binnori 
Town, Karachi in 1980 we used to go to Hadrat and he 
would honour us greatly. Whenever any academic 
point or statement came up during his discourse he 
would indicate towards us and say, “These Binnori 
town students understand the value of this point.” 
Once I went to the khanqah after 'asr salah to consult 
with Hadrat about my spiritual reformation. At that 
time there was grass in the courtyard of the khanqah 
and there were reed stools to sit on. Hadrat sat there, 
listened to me with great love and advised me 
accordingly. Thereafter he said that I should drink tea 
before leaving and went inside to fetch the tea himself. 
There were no attendants present at that time. Hadrat 
had the kettle in one hand and the cup in the other 
which he brought from his house himself and served 
tea to an insignificant person like me with his own 
hands. 

Once I came from Bahawal Nagar to Karachi to visit 
Hadrat. Hadrat was in his room and the entire room 
was filled with his acquaintances. Hadrat was sitting 
on his bed with his son, Maulana Muhammad Mazhar 
Miya Sahib damat barakatuhum and he was 
discussing the love for Allah ta'dla. I sat at the back of 
the gathering. When he saw me he said, “Maulana 
Jalll, sit with Maulana Mazhar Miya on the bed 
because you are an 'alim. Maulana Mazhar Miya is 
also sitting here because he is an 'alim. 
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I remained in the company of Hadrat for 
approximately thirty four to thirty five years. I always 
noticed that Hadrat made 'ulama’ sit in front even 
though there were veiy rich people and government 
employees present in the assembly. When I graduated, 
I went to Majlis Siyanat al-Muslimln in Lahore. Hadrat 
came from Karachi and delivered a lecture after 'asr 
salah. There were many vehicles ready to take Hadrat 
and a huge crowd was rushing to meet him and shake 
his hands. I managed to get to the front and met 
Hadrat. Hadrat held my hand and said to those 
present, “He is an 'alim. Everyone should shake his 
hands.” Seeing this respect of Hadrat, my eyes began 
to flow with tears. 

Whenever I visited Hadrat during the period when he 
was ill and needed to be aided to sit, he would ask me 
to wait and would tell the attendants to make him sit. 
Thereafter he would hug me and shake my hands and 
say, “He is an 'alim and a Shaykh al-Hadith.” I learnt 
value and respect for 'ulama’ from Hadrat 
rahimahullah despite being an 'alim myself. Whenever 
an 'alim came to visit Hadrat, Hadrat would give him 
all his books as a gift which amounted to thousands 
of rupees. When distributing his printed lectures, the 
students of madaris were given first preference. 
Hadrat attached great importance to the advice and 
words of the 'ulama’. In fact, he would seek 
confirmation from 'ulama’ for any of his topics which 
he was inspired with. Once Hadrat spoke about the 
incident of the king of Balkh, Hadrat Ibrahim ibn Ad- 
ham rahimahullah and his meeting with Hadrat 
Jib rail r .alayhis salam. After the talk Hadrat asked me 
in his room if it is proven in Shariat that Hadrat 
Jib rail 'alayhis salam met people who were not 
Prophets. I replied, “Yes, absolutely. Hence the 
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incident of Hadrat Maiyam 'alayhas salam meeting 
with Hadrat Jib rail 'alayhis salam is mentioned in 
detail in Surah Maiyam.” Hadrat was veiy happy and 
said, “Wherever you write this incident, explain this 
point as well.” He used to say that the love for Allah 
ta'ala is like fuel and Islamic knowledge is like light. A 
vehicle requires both these things. Hence if one has 
intense love and knowledge, he will reach the court of 
Allah ta'ala. Once I said to Hadrat, “I want to write 
something and publish it.” Hadrat said, “Get your 
writing proof-read by three 'ulama’. If they express 
confidence in it, publish it.” I did accordingly. 
Thereafter Hadrat said to me once, “I have confidence 
in your academic capability so read your own writings 
thrice. This will be similar to three 'ulama’ reading it.” 

Therefore Hadrat rahimahullah always instructed the 
'ulama’ thus, “Attain a deep understanding in 
knowledge and remain firm in the field of spirituality. 
Your fragrance will spread throughout the four 
corners of the world.” He narrated the statement of his 
spiritual mentor, Hadrat Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl Phulpuri 
rahimahullah, “An 'alim is a raw kebab. If someone 
eats it like that, he will feel nauseous and vomit. And 
if he gets roasted in the flying pan of some friend of 
Allah ta'ala, his aroma will spread in all directions. 
Then even a Hindu and disbeliever will say, 

We are getting the fragrance of kebab from 

him, make us Muslims as well.” 

Hadrat rahimahullah also advised this in one of his 
couplets: 

Acquire the true yearning of love as well. 

Many thousands of you have become 

'ulama’ and graduates. Whoever had the 
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opportunity of spending some time in the 
company of the friends of Allah has become 
perfect. 

Finally I want to say that Hadrat had such great 
respect for knowledge that he never kept any item like 
spectacles etc. on any Islamic book. If he needed to 
write something he never placed a page over any book 
to write. He would say, “This is disregard and 
disrespect for knowledge. A book has its own purpose. 
It cannot be used to place something on it or to write 
on.” 

May Allah ta'ala have mercy on his pure soul. Amin. 

Written works 

(1) Ma'rifat-e-Rahiyyah (2) Ma'iyyat-e-Rahiyyah (3) 
Barahin-e-Qati'ah (4) Ma'arif-e-Mathnawi (5) Kashkol- 
e-Ma'drifat (6) Rasulullah sallalldhu 'alayhi wa sallam 
Ki Nazr Mein Dunya Ki Haqiqat (7) Ruh Kl Bimariya 
Aur Oen Ka 'Raj (8) Majalis-e-Abrar (9) Qur’an-o-Hadith 
Ke Anmol Khazane (10) Ek Minit Ka Madrasah (11) 
Tashil-e-Qawa'id an-Nahw (12) Ma'arif-e-Shams 
Tabrez (13) Bad Nazn Aur 'Ishq-e-Majazi Ki Tabah 
Kariyan Aur Oen Ka 'Raj (14) Faydan-e-Muhabbat (15) 
A’inah-e-Muhabbat (16) Pyare Nabi sallalldhu 'alayhi 
wa sallam Ki Pyare Sunnaten (17) Ma'mulat-e-Subh-o- 
Sham (18) Dars-e-Mathnawi Maulana Rum 
rahimahullah (19) Faghan-e-Rumi (20) Khaza’in al- 
Quran (21) Khaza’in al-Hadith (22) Tarbiyat-e- 
'Ashiqan-e-Khuda (23) Huquq-e-Shaykh Aur Adab (24) 
Islah-e-Akhlaq (25) Waliyyullah Banane Wale Char 
A'mal (26) Qaumiyyat-o-Suba’iyyat Aur Zaban-o-Rang 
Ke Ta'assub Ki Islah (27) Sada’e Ghayb (28) 
Haramayn Sharifayn Men Hadin Ke Adab (29) Talqin- 
e-Sabr-e-Jamil. 
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Travelogues 

(1) Ma'arif-e-Rabbanl (2) Pardes Mein Tadhkirah-e- 
Watn (3) Irshadat-e-Dard-e-Dil (4) Aftab-e-Nisbat 
Ma'allah (5) Safar Namah Haramayn Shanfayn (6) 
Safar Namah Rangim-o-Dhakah (7) Safar Namah 
Labor. 

Statements 

(1) Mawdhib-e-Rabbdniyyah (2) Khaza’in-e-SharVat-o- 
Tanqat (3) Khaza’in-e-Ma'rifat-o-Muhabbat (4) Bate 
Oen Kl Yad Rahengl. 

Discourses 

(1) Istighfar Ke Thamarat-o-Barakat (2) Fada’il-e- 
Taubah (3) Ta'alluq Ma'allah (4) 'Ilaj al-Ghadab (5) 

' Raj-e-Kibr (6) Tasllm-o-Rada (7) Khushgawar Izdiwajl 
Zindagl (8) Huquq an-Nisa’ (9) Badgumanl Aur Oes Ka 
'Raj (10) Manazil-e-Suluk (11) Tajalliyyat-e-Jadhb 
(Awwal, Daum, Saum-o-Chaharum) (12) Tazkiyah-e- 
Nafs (13) Tanq-e-Wilayat (14) Takmll-e-Ma'rifat (15) 
Maqsad-e-Hayat (16) Faydan-e-Muhabbat (17) 
Dhikrullah Aur Itminan-e-Qalb (18) Taqwa Ke In'amat 
(19) Hayat-e-Taqwa (20) Nuzul-e-Saklnah (21) Sirat-e- 
Mustaqlm Aur Ahlullah (22) Majlis-e-Dhikr (23) Ta'mlr- 
e-Watn-e-Akhirat (24) Rah-e-Maghfirat (25) Nur-e- 
Hidayat Aur Oes Kl 'Alamat (Hissah Awwal) (26) Nur-e- 
Hidayat Aur Oes Kl 'Alamat (Hissah Daum) (27) 
'Azmat-e-Huffaz-e-Kiram (28) 'Alamat-e-Ahl-e- 
Muhabbat (29) Bi'that-e-Nabawl Ke Maqasid (30) 
Tashnagan-e-Jam-e-Shahadat (31) 'Irfan-e-Muhabbat 
(32) Adab-e-Rah-e-Wafa (33) Ummld-e-Maghfirat-o- 
Rahmat (34) Sabr Aur Maqam-e-Siddlqln (35) Suhbat-e- 
Ahlullah Aur Jadld Teknolojl (36) 'Ishq-e-Risalat Ka 
Sahlh Mafhum (37) Manzil-e-Qurb-e-Rahl (38) Anwar-e- 
Haram (39) Faydan-e-Haram (40) Haqlqat-e-Shukr (41) 
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Allah Jalla Jalaluhu Ke Ba Wafa Bande (42) Qafilah-e- 
Jannat Kl Alamat (43) Allah Ta'ala Ke Sath Ashad 
Muhabbat (44) Yd Arham ar-Rahimin, Maula’e 
RahmatulliTalamin (45) Waliyullah Banne Ke Panch 
Nuskhe (46) Ladhat-e-Dhikr Aur Lutf-e-Tark-e-Gunah 
(47) Hum Kis Ko Milte Hein Aur Hum Ko Kon Pate 
Hein? (48) Tuhfah-e-Mah-e-Ramadan (49) Azmat-e- 

Risdlat sallallahu r alayhi wa sallam (50) Allah Ta'dla 

Ka Pegham-e-Dosti (51) In'amht-e-Rahiyyah (52) Taqrir- 
e-Khatm-e-Qur’an-o-Bukhari Sharif (53) Mahbub-e-Rahi 
Banne Ka Tariqah (54) Taubah Ke Ansu (55) Aram-e-Do 
Jahan Ka Tariq (56) Khun-e-Tamanna Kb In'am (57) 
Ta'lim-o-Tazkiyah Ki Ahmiyat (58) Asli Pin Mundi (59) 
Maqam-e-Auliya-e-Siddiqin (60) Aldmat-e-Maqbulin 
(61) Maqam-e-Ikhlas Muhabbat (62) Qur’an-e-Pak Ke 
Roshni Mein Thubut-e-Qiyamat Aur Oes Ke Dala’il (63) 
Huquq ar-Rijal (64) Ladhat-e-Qurb-e-Khuda (65) Din 
Par Istiqamat Ka Raz (66) Nafs Ke Hamlon Se Bacha’o 
Ke Tariqe (67) Zindagi Ke Qimti Lamahat (68) Ta'lim-e- 
Qur’an Men Shan-e-Rahmat Ki Ahmiyat (69) Aziz-o- 
Aqarib Ke Huquq (70) Ahlullah Ke Shan-e-Istighna (71) 
Dastak-e-Ah-o-Fighan (72) Nigah-e-Nubuwwat Mein 
Muhabbat Ka Maqam (73) Adab Tshq Rasul sallallahu 
'alayhi wa sallam (74) TZm Aur 'Ulama’-e-Kiram Ki 
Azmat (75) Qurb-e-Rahi Ki Manzilen (76) Ruh-e-Suluk 
(77) La Zawal Saltanat (78) Muhabbat-e-Rahiyyah Ki 
Azmat (79) Be Pardagi Ki Tabah Kariyan (80) Adab-e- 
Muhabbat (81) Tariq Rallah (82) Auliya’ Allah Ki 
Pehchan (83) Nisbat Ma'allah Ke Athar (84) Qalb-e- 
Salim (85) Tariq-e-Muhabbat (86) Haqqaniyat-e-Islam 
(87) Azmat-e-Sahabah (88) Iman Aur Amal-e-Salih Ka 
Rabt (89) Dil Shikastah Ki Qimat (90) Nisbat Ma'allah 
Ki Shan-o-Shauqat (91) Fayddn-e-Rahmat-e-Rahiyyah 
(92) Suhbat-e-Shaykh Ki Ahmiyat (93) Gham-e-Hasrat 
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Kl Ahmiyat (94) Ahl-e-Muhabbat Kl Shan (95) Ta'mlr-e- 
Ka'bah Aur Ta'mir-e-Qalb Ka Rabt (96) Tulu'-e-Aftab-e- 
Umld (97) Kayf-e-Ruhanl Kayse Ho? (98) Talaba’-o- 
Mudarrisln Se Khususl Khitab (99) Karamat-e-Taqwa 
(100) Gunahon Se Bachne Ka Rastah (101) Maqam-e- 
Ashiqan-e-Haqq (102) Rah-e-Muhabbat Aur Oes Ke 
Huquq (103) Dar-e-Fanl Men Ba Lutf Zindagi (104) 
Gham-e-Taqwa Aur Alamat-e-Wilayat (105) Ladhat-e- 
I'tiraf-e-Qusur (106) Ddstdn-e-Ahl-e-Dil (107) Huquq al- 
Walidayn (108) Humjins Parastl Ki Tabah Kariyan Aur 
Oen Ka 'ILaj 

English publications 

(1) Beautiful Sunnats of the Beloved Nab! sallalld.hu 
'alayhi wa sallam. 

(2) What is the Reality of Tasawwuf? 

(3) Hajj and 'Umrah Guidelines. 

(4) Purpose of Life. 

(5) The Treatment for Anger. 

(6) The Fourteen Harms of Casting Evil Glances. 

(7) A Life of Piety. 

(8) A Sound Heart. 

(9) The Rights of Women. 

(10) The Etiquette of visiting the Haramayn Sharlfayn. 

(11) The Four Actions. 

(12) The Rights of the Husband. 

Various books and discourses of Hadrat rahimahullah 
have been translated and published in twenty three 
languages such as Arabic, Persian, Sindhi, Pashto, 
English, Turkish, French, Russian, Malay, German, 
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Hindi, Gujarati, Latin, Portuguese, Chinese, Burmese, 
Bengali, Zulu, Tamil etc. and many are being 
published and distributed absolutely free of charge. In 
this manner, the spiritual blessing of Hadrat is flowing 
throughout the world. Besides this, there are more 
than one hundred khanqahs existing in the world 
where the propagation of Islam and the work of 
tabllgh are taking place through the efforts and 
connection with Hadrat. There are over six hundred 
khulafa’ of Hadrat who are engaged in the work of 
spiritual reformation and purification. 

The title of 'Arif billah 

Hadrat’s spiritual mentor, Maulana Abrar al-Haqq 
Sahib rahimahullah gave him the title of 'Arif billah in 
the south of Hyderabad, India where a huge Islamic 
programme was taking place. Hadrat Maulana Shah 
Abrar al-Haqq Sahib rahimahullah told the organisers 
of the programme that 'Arif billah should be written 
before Hadrat Maulana Hakim Akhtar Sahib’s name in 
the programme poster. When Maulana Abrar al-Haqq 
Sahib rahimahullah went to South Africa a few years 
ago and saw the spiritual blessing of Hadrat there, he 
became veiy pleased and said regarding Hadrat, 

This is your supernatural act. May the cup¬ 
bearer expire amongst your drunkards. 

Wherever you place your foot, a tavern (of 

Allah’s love) is erected. 

The saints of Allah ta'ala adorn their hearts with the 
mark of yearning and grief. Only then do they find 
Allah ta'ala wherever they go. Therefore we should 
observe the days of striving and difficulty of spiritual 
mentors and the friends of Allah, not their gloiy days. 
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They adorned their hearts with the mark of 
yearning. Then only did they find Him 
everywhere. 

How excellent is the couplet of Hadrat Mir 'Ishrat 
Jamil Sahib: 

Ah! How will a person who did not see your 
state of poverty understand your royally. 

Glad tidings in dreams 

There were great glad tidings in the form of dreams 
even during the lifetime of Hadrat rahimahullah. Since 
glad tidings are the explanations of the verse: 

For them are glad tidings in the worldlg life. 

I will mention a few of those dreams. 

First glad tiding 

During Hadrat’s trip to South Africa a few years ago, 
his senior khallfah and principal of Dar al-'Ulum 
Azaadville, Hadrat Maulana 'Abd al-Hamld Sahib 
dreamt that he was with Hadrat rahimahullah at the 
blessed tomb of Rasulullah sallallahu 'alaghi wa 
sallam offering greetings and salutations to Rasulullah 
sallallahu r alaghi wa sallam. In the dream Maulana 
saw that Rasulullah sallallahu r alayhi wa sallam came 
out of his grave accompanied by Hadrat Abu Bakr 
Siddlq and Hadrat 'Umar radiyallahu r anhu. 
Rasulullah was pleased and said to Hadrat Abu Bakr 
Siddlq and Hadrat 'Umar radiyallahu r anhu smilingly, 
“Look! Look at my Akhtar.” 
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Second glad tiding 

Ten years prior to the above dream, Qari 'Abd al-Haqq 
Sahib rahimahulldh of Bangladesh also had a similar 
dream. He dreamt that Rasulullah sallalldhu 'alayhi 
wa sallam kissed him repeatedly on his forehead and 
face to the extent that he could feel the blessed saliva 
of Rasulullah sallalldhu 'alayhi wa sallam on his face. 
Thereafter Rasulullah sallalldhu c alayhi wa sallam 
asked him, “Do you know why I love you so much?” 
He replied, “O Rasulullah! I do not know.” Rasulullah 
sallalldhu r alayhi wa sallam said, “I love you because 
you love my Akhtar.” 

Third glad tiding 

In that same year, one of the attendants of Hadrat 
rahimahulldh who is a veiy pious youngster by the 
name of Muhammad Fahim Sahib was blessed with a 
dream of Rasulullah sallalldhu r alayhi wa sallam. 
Rasulullah sallalldhu c alayhi wa sallam said to Abu 
Hurayrah radiyallahu r anhu, “The four schools of 
Sufism: Chishtiyyah, Qadiriyyah, Naqshabandiyyah 
and Suharwardlyyah are all correct but from these 
four the closest to me is this one.” Saying this 
Rasulullah sallalldhu r alayhi wa sallam pointed 
towards Hadrat rahimahulldh who was sitting with 
great respect in tashahhud position with his head 
lowered. Thereafter Rasulullah sallalldhu 'alayhi wa 
sallam said, “Whoever will love my Akhtar, I will love 
him.” 

Fourth glad tiding 

Maulana Sulayman Nana Sahib of Leicester, England 
was in Madinah Sharif on 'Id al-Fitr in the year 1420 
A.H. When he went to offer greetings and salutations 
at the blessed grave of Rasulullah sallalldhu 'alayhi 
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wa sallam, he heard the voice of Rasulullah in a 
wakeful state saying, “Convey our greetings to 
Maulana Akhtar Sahib.” When Maulana Sulayman 
completed his greetings and salutations and was 
leaving, he heard the voice from the blessed tomb 
saying again, “Make sure you convey our greetings to 
Maulana Akhtar Sahib.” Subhanallah! 

It will be appropriate if I sacrifice my life for 
this glad tiding. Then too, I cannot show 
enough thanks to Allah ta'ala. 

Fifth glad tiding 

Recently a pious youngster from Peshawar who is 
affiliated with the tabllghl jama'at came to Hadrat in 
Karachi and said, “I had a dream that Rasulullah 
sallalldhu 'alayhi wa sallam was lying a turban on 
Hadrat’s head with his own hands in his blessed 
grave.” 

This golden opportunity should not be missed! 


1 Aj 1 Cj C ilj 


An illustration of rada’ bilqada’ 

There is a stage which is even higher than sincerity 
and it is called rada’ bilqada’. Rada’ bilqada’ is to be 
totally happy with the decree and decision of Allah 
ta'ala. Rasulullah sallalldhu 'alayhi wa sallam gave 
the ummat a practical lesson on rada’ bilqada’ when 
his son, Ibrahim radiyallahu 'anhu was passing away. 
Rasulullah’s eyes were filled with tears and he was 
saying, “O Ibrahim! We are grieved by your separation 
but we are sincerely happy with the decree of Allah 
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ta'dla.” From this incident we understand that natural 
grief does not contradict rada’ bilqada’ provided that 
the heart is at ease with the decision of Allah ta'dla. 

It is necessary for the true friends of Allah ta'dla to 
acquire this state but Allah ta'dla tests them in 
various ways in order to give a lesson and make an 
example of their attaining the state of rada’ bilqada’ to 
others and so that they may increase in their 
closeness to Him. 

My master and spiritual mentor, 'Arif billah Hadrat 
Maulana Shah Hakim Muhammad Akhtar Sahib 
rahimahullah had a stroke on Wednesday, 31 July 
2000. This affected the right side of his body and 
tongue severely but the state of contentment that was 
evident on Hadrat’s face on the first day was 
something that not even a healthy and strong person 
possessed. 

The next day, when I came to Karachi from Bahawal 
Nagar and went to see Hadrat, he smiled when he saw 
me whereas I was ciying. 

Through the grace of Allah ta'dla and due to Hadrat’s 
rada’ bilqada’ and determination, he recovered from 
the stroke to a great extent. Al-hamdulillah, his 
speech became absolutely clear and some movement 
returned to his limbs. Hadrat was not completely 
relieved of the disability but his system of spiritual 
beneficence increased much more than before. When 
Hadrat was healthy, an assembly would take place 
once a week but after the stroke, four assemblies 
would take place daily and continued until his demise. 
The assembly times were: 1. After fajr salah 2. At 
11:30am 3. After 'asr salah 4. After 'isha’ salah. Each 
session lasted from between forty five minutes to one 
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and a half hours. The disciples felt Hadrat’s spiritual 
blessing in their hearts much more than before and 
there was a constant influx of people from around the 
world who were thirsty for the wine of Allah’s love. 
Hadrat never allowed his illness to become an obstacle 
in the spiritual training of his disciples and he opened 
his heart and offered the plentiful heavenly wine for 
them to drink. 

In this regard Ta’ib Sahib says: 

The mouth of the large jug is open. The 
drunkard is on the ground. The cup-bearer 
is also restless. Then who are they waiting 
for? We die for mortal idols. We should 
rather sacrifice our lives for Allah ta'dla. 

Who are we waiting for when we have the 
choice? 

When anyone would ask Hadrat rahimahullah how he 
was feeling, he would say, “Al-hamdulillah!” from the 
depths of his heart and would add, “I am completely 
at ease from head to toe.” 

Once after 'isha’ salah, Ta’ib Sahib recited the 
following couplets in the presence of Hadrat which 
contains a du'a for Hadrat’s cure. 

O Allah! Grant my spiritual mentor cure 
and remove every trace of the illness. 

Ta’ib Sahib himself as well as all those who were 
listening were in tears and all of them were looking at 
Hadrat with sympathy and mercy. The pity they took 
on Hadrat was very hard for him to bear. When the 
couplets were complete Hadrat reprimanded his 
disciples and said, “Do not look at me with eyes of 
sympathy and mercy. I have become more of a V.I.P. 
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than before because it is mentioned in a Hadlth-e- 
Qudsi that a person will be brought before Allah 
ta'dla. Allah ta'dla will ask him, “O My slave! Why did 
you not visit Me when I was sick?” The man will say, 
“O Allah! You are pure from getting sick and ill.” Allah 
will say, “A certain slave of Mine was ill. If you visited 
him, you would have found Me there.” 

In reality, when any test comes to the friends of Allah 
ta'dla, it comes to elevate them to a special position of 
Allah’s closeness and as a lesson for those who 
complain about every little difficulty. Hadrat says, 

Whatever emotions had to pass through my 
heart have passed but those servants who 
strive for Your pleasure cannot utter a word 
(of displeasure). 

After this illness, there were many glad tidings about 
Hadrat rahimahullah which came in the form of 
dreams. They make reference to Hadrat’s stages being 
elevated and attaining a special position. A few of 
them are quoted below. 

First glad tiding 

Muhammad 'Abdullah Ansari said that a few years 
ago he was in Azaadville, South Africa. He fell off to 
sleep whilst listening to some lectures of Hadrat 
Maulana Shah Hakim Muhammad Akhtar Sahib 
rahimahullah on cassettes and he had a dream. Al- 
hamdullillah, he saw Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam in the dream. Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam was in a large open field and he had sand in 
his blessed hand. Our Hadrat Maulana Shah Hakim 
Muhammad Akhtar Sahib rahimahullah was also 
present. Then he saw that Rasulullah sallallahu 
'alayhi wa sallam was saying to Hadrat Wala with 
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extreme grief, “Akhtar! People have not recognised 
you. Akhtar! People do not appreciate you.” He saw 
Rasulullah sallalldhu 'alayhi wa sallam uttering this 
statement thrice and then after pausing, Rasulullah 
sallalldhu 'alayhi wa sallam uttered this same 
statement a fourth and fifth time with extreme pain 
and tenderness. After this Muhammad 'Abdullah 
Ansari says that his eyes opened and he cried 
profusely. It was lam in the morning in South Africa 
and 4am or 5am in Pakistan but he still phoned and 
related this dream to Sufi Shah Firoze 'Abdullah 
Memon Sahib damat barakatuhum. 

It is clear that this dream was an admonition for those 
who did not have enough respect and appreciation for 
Hadrat and for those whose blind eyes could not see 
the high status of Hadrat. May Allah ta'ala grant us 
all the ability to appreciate and respect Hadrat Wala 
in proportion to his worth. 

The people who love Allah ta'ala were only 
recognised after a period of time. I thought 
the one who turned out to be a precious 
ruby from Badkhashan was just sand. 

-Maulana Shah Hakim Muhammad Akhtar 
Sahib rahimahullah 

Second glad tiding 

On the 11 April 2006 corresponding to 12 Rabf al- 
Awwal before fajr salah, Brother Muhammad 'Imran 
al-Haqq heard a voice from the unseen saying, “We 
have not granted your spiritual mentor the rank of 
Qutb and Abdal. Instead we gave him the highest rank 
of Ghauth.” When he heard this statement, he felt in 
his heart that Hadrat Maulana Shah Hakim 
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Muhammad Akhtar Sahib rahimahullah was inside 
the holy Ka'bah and that it was hajj season. 

Third glad tiding 

Brother Munir Ahmad Maghal, who was known as Dr. 
Munir saw a dream through the blessing of Hadrat 
wherein he had the urge in his heart to meet Imam 
Ghazali rahimahullah. Then all of a sudden an iron 
vessel appeared which he mounted. The vessel started 
to fly until it arrived at the tomb of Imam Ghazali 
rahimahullah. He met and shook hands with Imam 
Ghazali rahimahullah and Imam Ghazali rahimahullah 
said, “At this moment in time, your spiritual mentor 
has attained the rank of Qutb.” Thereafter Dr. Munir 
asked Imam Ghazali rahimahullah to give him some 
advice. The imam enquired, “What does your spiritual 
mentor say?” Dr. Munir replied, “He instructs us to 
protect our eyes.” Imam Sahib rahimahullah said, 
“This is the greatest dhikr of this era.” 

Fourth glad tiding 

On 19 March 2006 corresponding to 18 Safar 1427 
Brother Muhammad Fay sal dreamt that Hadrat went 
to an Arab country and Hadrat Mir Sahib damat 
barakatuhum was with Hadrat rahimahullah. It was a 
time when the shouts and cries for Hadrat were 
resonating from the upper stories and houses of the 
Arabs and from all over the world. People were 
constantly entering the assembly of Hadrat in groups. 
After spiritually training them, Hadrat was sending 
armies throughout the world. In the dream it felt like 
it was the final era and the time for the appearance of 
Hadrat Imam Mahdl was close. 
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Fifth glad tiding 

On the morning of Wednesday, 14 March 2006 
corresponding to 13 Safar 1427, Brother Sayyid 
Muhammad 'Arif had a dream. He explains, “Hadrat 
Wala rahimahullah was sitting on his special chair 
within the tomb of Rasulullah sallalldhu 'alayhi wa 
sallam and close to the blessed grave. There was a 
large group of saints seated on the floor. Rasulullah 
sallalldhu 'alayhi wa sallam was speaking directly to 
Hadrat rahimahullah from his grave. It was most likely 
a discussion regarding glad tidings. 

Those in attendance were saying softly, “Subhanallah! 
Masha’ Allah!” from time to time. Mir Sahib damat 
barakatuhum also joined them in these utterances. 
Hadrat rahimahullah was sitting on his chair with his 
head lowered and was listening with utmost respect. 
This continued for a long time. Outside the tomb were 
Hadrat Firoze Memon Sahib damat barakatuhum and 
I, Muhammad 'Arif. I watched the scene (in the dream) 
with my veiy own eyes and heard with my own ears. 

A voice from the unseen announced that elders from 
Jami'at ar-Rashld and other madaris were coming 
there for the lecture which I strongly felt would lead to 
the unity of the ummat and I was elated. 
Simultaneously the sound of a scream pierced the air 
and the voice from the grave became silent. The door 
opened and all the saints began pouring out. It felt as 
if Imam Mahdl radiyallahu r anhu was about to make 
his appearance and this resulted in great jubilation. 
When I opened my eyes I could hear many adhans of 
fajr being called out.” 


59 



There are many other glad tidings besides those 
mentioned above. For purposes of brevity I have not 
included them here. 

The construction of Khanqah ImdadTyyah 
AshrafTyyah 

Initially Hadrat rahimahullah resided in Nazimabad. 
Thereafter, upon the instruction of Hadrat Shah Abrar 
al-Haqq Sahib rahimahullah, he laid the foundation 
for Khanqah ImdadTyyah AshrafTyyah in Gulshan 
Iqbal, Karachi and moved from Nazimabad to Gulshan 
Iqbal. This was most probably in the year 1979. 
Madrasah Ashraf al-Madaris and Masjid-e-Ashraf 
were constructed in the same khanqah afterwards. Al- 
hamdulillah, this khanqah is the focal point and the 
main centre for the whole world. Affiliates and 
disciples from Africa, America, Britain, France, 
Germany, Burma, Bangladesh, India, Afghanistan, 
Iran, Canada, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates 
and from different areas of Pakistan come to this 
khanqah for their spiritual reformation and 
purification. After sitting in the company of Hadrat 
and listening to his lofty discourses they return having 
attained their goal. In particular we find that 'ulama’ 
from all over the world attach themselves to Hadrat 
rahimahullah and illuminate their hearts with true 
knowledge and the state of ihsan. 

One branch of this khanqah is Sindh Baluch Society 
which has been established in Karachi. Hadrat’s 
lecture used to take place there every Sunday after 
fajr salah and sometimes Hadrat used to stay over for 
a few days with his disciples. A very big and beautiful 
masjid was built a few years ago and recently the 
construction of a university named Ashraf al-Madaris 
and a madrasah for girls has been completed. May 
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Allah ta'dla accept this noble work, make Hadrat 
happy and make it a means of perpetual reward for 
Hadrat rahimahullah till the Day of Resurrection. 
Amin. Al-hamdulillah, now both centres have been 
built and in fact, due to the great number of students, 
they are being extended. Allah ta'dla blessed Hadrat 
with good children as well. Hadrat left behind one son 
and one daughter. Hadrat’s only son, Hadrat Maulana 
Hakim Muhammad Mazhar Sahib ddmat 
barakdtuhum is also a khalifah of Muhyi as-Sunnah 
Hadrat Maulana Shah Abrar al-Haqq Sahib 
rahimahullah and is a special student of Shaykh at- 
Tafsir Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Idris Khandhelwi 
rahimahullah. He is managing the academic affairs of 
Ashraf al-Madaris in a superb and exemplary manner. 
Allah ta'dla blessed him with a great share of the 
yearning of love, pain and grief. He has been 
managing the affairs of the khanqah in an excellent 
manner after Hadrat rahimahullah. Many people 
especially the 'ulama’ are turning to him and referring 
to him. 

Serving the creation 

In addition to linking the creation to Allah ta'dla, one 
of the special traits of the friends of Allah ta'dla has 
always been to serve the creation. Under the 
supervision of Hadrat Wala, Hadrat Maulana 
Muhammad Mazhar Miyan Sahib formed a trust after 
arranging humanitarian services. In a short time, this 
trust has already acquired a golden track record of its 
great services to humanity. A thick book will be 
required to write down a detailed account of all their 
services. The paternal grandsons of Hadrat 
rahimahullah, Maulana Muhammad Ibrahim Sahib, 
Maulana Muhammad Isma'Il Miyan Sahib, Maulana 
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Muhammad Is-haq Miyan and Maulana 'Abdullah 
Miyan are all 'ulama’ and men of spiritual affiliation. 
The maternal grandsons of Hadrat rahimahullah are 
also men of honour and distinction. May Allah ta'ala 
grant Maulana Muhammad Mazhar Miyan Sahib and 
his sons blessings in their lives, may He keep them 
safe with good health and ease for a long time and 
may He keep their spiritual blessing and blessing 
flowing till the Day of Resurrection. Amin. 

Hadrat has approximately six hundred khulafa’. 
Under the instruction of Hadrat, they are establishing 
khanqahs in their countries and areas with the aim of 
spiritual reformation and purification and people are 
benefiting from them. 

The spiritual mentor of Arabs and non-Arabs 

Even though the spiritual mentors of Hadrat 
rahimahullah gave him the title, ‘Shaykh al-'Arab wa 
al-'Ajam’ a long time ago, its reality is becoming totally 
clear nowadays and the spiritual blessing of Hadrat 
rahimahullah is spreading quite rapidly in Saudi 
Arabia especially in the Haramayn Sharifayn. 
Whenever Hadrat goes to the Haramayn Sharifayn, 
scores of men and women attend his morning and 
evening assemblies. Many of Hadrat’s khulafa’ 
residing in Jeddah, Makkah, Madinah and other cities 
conduct weekly programmes. 

Over and above all of this, after Hadrat’s discourses 
were translated into Arabic, they were printed with the 
permission of the Saudi government and are being 
distributed. The son of Hadrat Maulana 'Ashiq Ilahi 
Bulandshehri Sahib rahimahullah, the khalifah of 
Hadrat Wala, Maulana 'Abdullah Madani and the 
professor of Madinah University and khalifah of 
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Hadrat rahimahullah, Doctor Maulana Khalid 
Marghub Sahib damat barakdtuhum translated 
Hadrat’s discourses into Arabic and got them 
endorsed by the Saudi government. They then printed 
them in the thousands and are distributing them. In 
the beginning of 2009, thousands of Hadrat’s 
discourses were distributed in the Haram of Makkah 
and Madinah every day to the extent that the imams 
of the Haramayn also took a liking to Hadrat’s 
discourses and the demand for them increased 
tremendously among the Arabs. People would phone 
Hadrat’s khulafa’ requesting for Hadrat’s discourses. 
Hadrat Wala instructed that the printing and 
distribution of those discourses should not be halted 
irrespective of the expenditure incurred. 

Hadrat Wala and his children donated a huge amount 
of their own money for this purpose. The following 
three discourses have acquired wide spread 
acceptance among the Arabs: 1. Mafasidu 'Admi Hifz 
al-Basar 2. Kunuzum min al-Qur’an ai-Karim wa al- 
Hadith ash-Shanf wa Asbabu Husni Khatamih 3. Al- 
Balsam ash-Shafl liman Ubtuliya Bilma'dsL 

In the service of Shah Hakim Muhammad Akhtar 
Sahib 

During my student days I was veiy keen to compete. If 
I saw any student doing any work related to any new 
book, commentaiy of Hadith, exegesis or Islamic 
knowledge, I would tiy to emulate him. I felt that any 
aspect of knowledge or practice which could be 
acquired in the madrasah should not be left since I 
chose to be a student for that veiy purpose. One day 
the third year students remained seated in the masjid 
after the du'a after 'asr salah whereas the masjid was 
empty. I stood up and looked through the window in 

63 



front of the masjid at the garden of the masjid. I saw a 
student who was in my class, Maulana Junayd 
Ahmad, sitting in a specific manner, facing the qiblah 
and making the dhikr of Allah ta'dla. I stood watching 
him for a long time. I liked his manner of dhikr. After 
revision at night, I went to him and enquired, “What 
were you doing?” He replied, “I was engaged in the 
dhikr of Allah ta'dla.” I asked, “Where did you learn 
this manner of dhikr?” He answered, “A certain pious 
man by the name of Maulana Shah Hakim 
Muhammad Akhtar Sahib came from Gulshan Iqbal. 
He promotes and prescribes dhikr.” I took Hadrat’s 
complete details and address from him and enquired 
about the time when Hadrat could be met. He said, 
“Hadrat delivers a lecture between 9am and 10am on 
Fridays. He can be met at that time.” 

I consulted my classmates, Maulana Ayyub Wall Patel 
from Britain and Maulana Sayyid Imtiyaz from 
Karachi about visiting and meeting Hadrat. Maulana 
Imtiyaz Sahib said that he knew Hadrat so we went on 
Friday to meet him. Hadrat was still in his room, there 
were about twenty five to thirty people sitting in the 
khanqah and a sofa was placed at the front for Hadrat 
to sit on. At about 9am, Hadrat came out of his room, 
performed two rak'ats salah and sat on the sofa. 

Our naivety 

We students (me and Maulana Ayyub Patel) went and 
sat right in the front. As Hadrat sat down he made an 
indication to us to get up and sit on his right-hand 
side behind a man whom we learnt was HajI Afzal 
Sahib rahimahullah. (Hadrat made him sit on his 
right-hand side because he was hard of hearing.) 
Hadrat asked Mir Sahib who we were. Mir Sahib 
replied, “These are students of Jami'ah Islamlyyah 
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New Town.” Hadrat’s lecture took place and I 
understood some of it. Anyway when we came out, I 
said to my friend, “Since we are students of Jami'ah, 
we were given special treatment and were honoured. 
We were made to sit where the pious man was sitting 
whereas the other disciples were made to sit in front.” 

On the second and third Friday when I started to 
understand Hadrat’s talks, I learnt that Hadrat did 
not allow us to sit in front because we were young 
lads. Hadrat did not allow us to sit in front of him in 
order to protect his gaze and out of taqwa. I felt very 
ashamed in my heart about what we were thinking 
and what the actual reason was for Hadrat not 
allowing us to sit in front. Therefore as long as we did 
not have beards, we were not allowed to sit in front of 
Hadrat nor go into his room. 

Map of the khanqah 

In those days only the khanqah existed with Hadrat’s 
residence attached it. There was no floor above the 
khanqah nor any building in front of it. There was a 
lawn where the masjid is and next to it as well. There 
were home-made reed stools placed on the lawn. 
Hadrat would generally sit on those stools after 'asr 
salah. There were high boundary walls surrounding 
the khanqah. The masjid and upper stories of the 
khanqah were built much later. 

Collection for the khanqah 

Since more and more people were coming to the 
khanqah daily, the khanqah was becoming small so 
plans were made to build one or two floors above the 
khanqah. Hadrat made an appeal for donations for 
this project after Jumu'ah salah and said, “I am only 
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making this appeal for this noble work to fulfil the 
Sunnat of Rasulullah sallalldhu 'alayhi wa sallam.” 

A bag was hung close to Hadrat’s sitting area for the 
collection. Hadrat said, “Whatever a person desires to 
give, he should place it in his closed hand and bring 
it. He should place his closed hand in the bag and 
remove his open hand.” Hadrat added, “In this way 
there will be no shame for the person who has nothing 
to donate now. Therefore in keeping one’s hand 
closed, the respect of others will be maintained even if 
his hand is empty. Secondly through taking out your 
hand whilst it is open, there will be no room for ill 
thoughts that perhaps you took something out of the 
bag.” At that time my friend and I had a total of ten 
rupees which was the return fare to Jami'ah. We each 
donated five rupees and thereafter we probably 
returned to Jami'ah by foot. After this occasion Hadrat 
never made a donation appeal and Allah ta'dla made it 
possible for a high-quality building to be built from 
unseen treasures. 

Initial experiences 

Al-hamdulillah, I often attended the khanqah on 
Fridays. After the lecture at 10am many brothers 
would go to their areas and perform Jumu'ah and 
Hadrat Wala rahimahulldh would perform all his salah 
in that masjid even though that Maulana had no 
affiliation and association with Hadrat. 

We would often return to Jami'ah New Town and 
perform our Jumu'ah salah there as well and 
sometimes we would perform it with Hadrat. After 
Jumu'ah salah, khatm-e-khwajegan would take place 
in the khanqah and thereafter dal and roti was served. 
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In the beginning I did not understand some topics, 
however my soul experienced great joy and ecstasy. 
Therefore I would wait for Friday the entire week. I 
began understanding some topics later on. In the 
beginning I was perplexed by this thought of how it 
was possible for us to become the friends of Allah 
ta'dla whereas we were His servants.? In addition, 
how could one love a Being who is hidden from one’s 
sight? However after some time, I could perceive the 
sweetness of Allah’s love in my heart and then I 
reached a point where I felt that Allah is my friend and 
with me. I felt that whatever request I would make, it 
would be accepted. 

Dhikr 

I had no particular habit of waking up for tahajjud. 
Sometimes I would perform it or I would perform it 
before sleeping. However I had the habit of remaining 
in the masjid after fajr till ishraq. I would engage in 
the dhikr prescribed by Hadrat after fajr salah. The 
condition of that dhikr was such that when I said, 


the New Town masjid would disappear and when I 
said, 

it would reappear. This state remained for quite a 
while and Hadrat’s love was bubbling in my heart. 

Once I felt as if my love for Hadrat rahimahullah had 
ended. I became veiy worried. It was veiy difficult to 
travel long distances during the week on account of 
the madrasah schedule and routine. However I felt so 
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compelled that one day, just as the afternoon break 
commenced, I departed for Gulshan Iqbal and reached 
there at 'asr time. I performed 'asr salah with Hadrat 
and after the salah, Hadrat sat on one of the straw 
chairs and I sat on another. I opened my heart out to 
Hadrat and he laughed a lot. After laughing he said, 
“You are lacking in your dhikr. Hence you find a 
weakness in your connection with your spiritual 
mentor.” In reality, I was a bit lazy in those days 
regarding dhikr. Thereafter Hadrat went home, made 
tea himself, brought it and served me. It is hard to 
express in words the feelings that passed through my 
heart at that time. Subsequently I was punctual on 
my dhikr. Hadrat’s love spurred me on to the extent 
that with my heart being overwhelmed, I went to visit 
Hadrat for a little while even before Jumu’ah and 
thereafter returned. 

Two important lessons 

I learnt two important lessons from Hadrat from the 
veiy beginning and they are firmly embedded in my 
heart: 

1. The aim and objective should be the spiritual 
mentor. It is for this reason that no one was permitted 
to associate with worldly people who came to the 
khanqah. Even Mir Sahib had so much fear regarding 
this matter that if after the talk, any driver requested 
him to j oin him and offered to drop him off at the bus 
station, he did not go for fear that Hadrat would come 
to know somehow and would feel that he was 
associating with car owners. Therefore he always 
made Hadrat Wala his objective. Later on I learnt that 
this is referred to as unity of purpose by the friends of 
Allah ta'dla. 
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2. Do not look at the gloiy days of Allah’s friends. 
Rather look at their days of struggle and effort and 
follow that example. In this way there will never be ill 
thoughts regarding the friends of Allah ta'dla. Al- 
hamdulillah through the blessing of this point, I never 
had ill thoughts regarding my spiritual mentor, any 
teacher or any friend of Allah ta'dla over any wealth 
which he had or due to the opening of any avenue of 
worldly means. It is the system of Allah ta'dla that 
when a person endures difficulties and hardships for 
His sake, He also opens the doors of worldly ease and 
comfort together with the door of spiritual wealth. We 
should not destroy ourselves by harbouring ill 
thoughts when seeing a lot of worldly means and 
resources at the disposal of any friend of Allah ta'dla. 

The introduction and visiting of some friends of 
Allah 

I heard during Hadrat’s talks that five khulafa’ of 
Hakim al-Ummat Hadrat Thanwl rahimahullah were 
alive: 

1. Hadrat Dr. 'Abd al-Hayy Sahib rahimahullah in 
Karachi. 

2. Hadrat Maulana Maslhullah Khan Sahib in 
Jalalabad, India. 

3. Hadrat Maulana Shah Abrar al-Haqq Sahib 
rahimahullah in Hardol, India. 

4. Hadrat Maulana Faqlr Muhammad Sahib 
rahimahullah in Peshawar. 

5. Hadrat Hafiz JI Hudur rahimahullah in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh. 
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Through the blessing of Hadrat’s focus, I had the 
opportunity of visiting and deriving blessing from the 
first four of them. 

Similarly, I heard the name of Mufti Rashid Ahmad 
Ludhyanwi Sahib rahimahullah from Hadrat and 
thereafter I had the honour of visiting and meeting 
him. 


Pledge of spiritual allegiance and khilafat 

Although I was connected to Hadrat Wala 
rahimahullah from 1980, I was unable to understand 
the pledge correctly and did not fulfil the requirements 
of the pledge because I was a new student in 
madrasah and was still a youngster. In order to 
overcome this I renewed my spiritual pledge in 1985, 
the year I was studying Mishkat Sharif. Thereafter in 
1992, Hadrat made me a khallfah mujaz-e-suhbat in 
Dar al-'Ulum Islamiyyah, Kamran Block, Lahore. On 
19 Ramadan 1416 corresponding to 1996, Hadrat 
conferred me with complete khilafat from Makkah 
Sharif. 


On the last Friday of that same Ramadan I accepted 
the pledge of spiritual allegiance from two brothers 
and commenced this great work. 


£i)\j zL\ dji 


The spiritual blessing of Hadrat in Bahawal Nagar 

Al-hamdulillah, Hadrat started off Khanqah 
Ashrafiyyah Akhtarlyyah on Friday, 17 October 1997 
in Jami' al-'Ulum 'Idgah, Bahawal Nagar, Punjab, 
Pakistan and the work of spiritual reformation and 
purification is taking place there under Hadrat’s 
supervision. May Allah ta'ala grant Hadrat damat 
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barakdtuhum a long life together with good health, 
services of Islam and the honour of acceptance. May 
He allow the entire ummat to benefit from the 
presence of Hadrat and may He grant Hadrat’s 
associates in particular the ability to derive spiritual 
blessing with total concern and desire. Amin. 

Al-hamdulillah, in March 2000, Hadrat favoured us 
greatly by coming to Bahawal Nagar again upon my 
request and staying over for three days despite his 
weakness and old age. Approximately forty people 
accompanied Hadrat. It was like 'Id in Bahawal Nagar 
and people were coming in large numbers to benefit 
and acquire spiritual blessing from Hadrat’s company. 
Hadrat was veiy happy when he saw the religious 
atmosphere and desire for Din. This is all the result of 
Hadrat’s spiritual blessing. Hadrat inaugurated the 
extended portion of the upper stoiy of Khanqah 
Ashrafiyyah Akhtariyyah and he also opened the new 
masjid in Manchinabad, Masjid Raqiq al-Islam. May 
Allah ta'ala grant acceptance on account of Hadrat 
rahimahullah. Amin. 

Spiritual manifestations and supernatural acts 

Spiritual manifestations and supernatural acts are not 
necessary the essentials of sainthood and piety. 
Sainthood is based on iman, taqwa and following the 
Sunnat but many pious men are blessed with the 
bounty of spiritual manifestations and supernatural 
acts. According to my experience, Hadrat 
rahimahullah would get a lot of spiritual 
manifestations and inspirations. Hadrat never 
mentioned this clearly but whilst Hadrat spoke, the 
listener could understand clearly that his spiritual 
condition was revealed and made manifest to Hadrat. 
Hence Hadrat would speak on those Islamic rulings 
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and problems which people came with in their hearts 
through which they would get their answer without 
even asking any questions. The pious elders have 
written that if in an assembly of a friend of Allah 
ta’ala you get the answer to your question without 
even posing the question, then you should understand 
that he is assisted by Allah ta’dla. About fifteen years 
ago I went with some friends from Bahawal Nagar to 
Jami'ah Ashrafiyyah Lahore to attend the annual 
programme of Siyanat al-Muslimln. Hadrat 
rahimahulldh also arrived from Karachi. Hadrat was 
staying at another venue in Lahore, therefore we did 
not meet him immediately. We slept in one of the 
madrasah classrooms after zuhr salah. We were all 
veiy tired so we fell off to sleep quickly. When we woke 
up before 'asr salah, my kurta together with all my 
luggage was missing. I looked high and low but could 
not find them. All my travel provisions as well as a 
good amount of money was in my bag. It was a huge 
burden on my shoulders and I felt constrained. 
Hadrat’s lecture took place after the 'asr salah in the 
madrasah masjid. There was a huge crowd and we 
manage to get a place for salah at the back. In the 
beginning of his talk, Hadrat said, “Sometimes Allah 
ta’dla allows a person to go through some monetary 
loss so that He may enrich him spiritually.” The 
moment I heard these words my heart opened up and 
the worry was turned into happiness. I understood 
that this was Hadrat’s divine manifestation whereas 
this statement had nothing to do with the topic of the 
talk. There are many stories like these that I can 
mention. 

Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal rahimahulldh says that the 
greatest supernatural feat of any saint is for the lives 
of those attending his assemblies to change. Al- 
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hamdulillah, Hadrat had achieved this to perfection. 
Not only did the lives of those who attended his 
assemblies change but even the lives of those who 
heard any mention of him, read his books or 
discourses or listened to his talks on cassette 
changed. The are many other incidents regarding 
Hadrat’s supernatural acts besides the above. 

The conspiracy to assassinate me and Hadrat’s 
arrival 

In the tenth month of 1990, the district of Bahawal 
Nagar became veiy dangerous due to religious and 
sectarian polarisation and violence. There were many 
incidents of killing and plundering that took place. 
Being the servant and responsible person for the 
central educational institute of the district, the police 
warned me several times that my life was in danger 
and I needed to be cautious. 

In 1997, Hadrat Wala rahimahullah was invited to the 
completion of Bukhari Sharif Jalsah in Bahawal 
Nagar. There were still three weeks left for the jalsah. 
Hadrat rahimahullah said that he was coming the 
following week. On our side we were not prepared at 
all nor did we even take out any posters for the jalsah. 
I said to Hadrat in a few respectful words, “There is 
veiy little time to advertise and send out invitations.” 
His immediate response was, “Those who wish to 
come to us will attend irrespective of whether they are 
informed or not.” 

Hadrat arrived in Bahawalpur on Thursday via plane 
and travelled to Bahawal Nagar from there by car. 
People started coming to see Hadrat from Thursday 
and Hadrat’s lecture took place on Friday after the 
Jumu'ah salah. Hadrat’s statement proved to be true. 
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There was such a huge crowd that we could not have 
imagined. Some people said, “We heard that a friend 
of Allah ta'dla came to Madrasah 'Idgah so we came 
immediately.” This was also one of Hadrat’s 
supernatural acts. 

Hadrat stayed for two days and returned to Karachi 
on Sunday. During Hadrat’s stay in Bahawal Nagar, 
the feared group of Shias from Lahore came to 
assassinate me. They tried many times. Even after 
finding their target close by, they did not have the 
courage to do the deed. They came into the madrasah 
at different times but whenever they came they felt 
that there were too many people moving around. They 
lost hope, went to Hasilpur and assassinated the 
famous Sunni lawyer, Malik Nadim A'wan. They were 
promptly apprehended. During the investigation and 
interrogation which was recorded, the above- 
mentioned details were revealed. The Shias said that 
the spiritual mentor of Maulana had arrived and 
therefore it was always busy at the madrasah. They 
said that they went to bayt-e-Akhtar where Maulana 
was sitting, but whenever they went with their sinister 
intention, they did not have the courage to commit the 
act. (These details were revealed to us by the D.P.O of 
Bahawal Nagar who called us to his office and showed 
us the recordings.) 

Then I realised why Hadrat insisted on coming that 
week. Only the friends of Allah ta'dla know these 
secrets. The apprehension of that evil group as well as 
them being punished and sentenced to hanging were 
also the supernatural acts of Hadrat. This was despite 
the fact that the killer was veiy influential in the 
government. Despite all their efforts they could not 
evade the hanging. 
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Assemblies of advice 

The assemblies of Hadrat rahimahullah were an 
amalgamation of knowledge and spirituality. 
Whenever the lecture was on purifying the soul, the 
audience was also provided with an academic 
discussion. Hadrat substantiated and embellished his 
discussions with proofs from the Qur’an and Hadith. 
He said, “I have proven the statements of the pious 
elders from the Qur’an and Hadith.” He would 
formerly cite references in Arabic and therefore many 
'ulama’ would attend his assembly. 

Many of Hadrat’s topics and subject-matter were 
divinely inspired and he would discuss topics 
according to the need of the disciples. Hence Hadrat 
would say, “Listen attentively to my talks because they 
come to me in proportion to the desire of my disciples. 
It is like when a child cries for milk. The mother’s 
blood is then transformed into milk. 

It was one of Hadrat’s specialties to mention the right 
words at the right moment. During his lecture, 
Hadrat’s focal concern was that his words should 
settle in the hearts of the listeners. He would say with 
great pain, “How can I place my heart in your chest?” 
Then too, a person would get surprised to see to what 
extent Hadrat’s talks comprised of elegant, eloquent 
and beautiful words. Hadrat said, “I do not 
deliberately add these words; they come naturally to 
me.” He said, “Words also join their hands and 
present themselves before me.” 
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The talks of Hadrat were veiy emotive and effective. 
Every listener could clearly perceive the effect of it. He 
says himself, 

What great emotion accompanied my 
discourse. It was as though my heart was 
joined to my tongue. 

One could perceive a special type of sweetness of the 
closeness of Allah ta'dla in the talk. It was as though 
ras ghula (sweetmeat) was entering your ears. Hadrat 
says, 

What great sweetness there is in my style of 
discourse. My tongue is sucking on itself. 

Whilst discussing the topic of the recognition of Allah 
ta'dla he would say, “Now I have no words to express 
the love of Allah ta'dla.” This statement is borne out 
by the saying, 


aJLI) Jr ajJ t °y* 


Whoever recognises his Lord, his tongue becomes mute. 

Hakim al-Ummat Thanwl rahimahullah in explaining 
the above statement says, “This does not mean that 
the one who has recognised Allah ta'dla is unable to 
explain the recognition of Allah ta'dla. Rather it means 
that overall, such a time comes when there are no 
words that come on his tongue.” 

Allah ta'dla favoured Hadrat with great wisdom and 
insight. Whilst discussing an emotional talk on the 
love and recognition of Allah ta'dla and other serious 
matters, Hadrat would crack some jokes which would 
cause ciying men to smile. Otherwise if Hadrat had to 
continue to discuss those serious topics, it is possible 
that some weak hearts would have burst. Whenever 
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Hadrat would perceive this in a gathering he would 
immediately mention something light-hearted to 
remove the intensity of the atmosphere. He said, “I 
joke so that your hearts may open up and I can 
deposit the love for Allah ta'dla in it.” 

Hence one of Hadrat’s ardent lovers would shout out 
during the assembly, 

You are a source of laughter and tears. You 
are a mixture from my Allah ta'dla. May 
Allah keep you hale and hearty. 

During the talk, Hadrat’s eyes used to flow with tears 
and the condition of the listeners was the same. When 
people departed after the talk, they would perceive 
that their hearts were cleansed and filled with divine 
light. Every assembly transported the attendants from 
the earth to the throne of Allah ta'dla. 

Suf! Khalid Iqbal Ta’ib Sahib rahimahullah said, 

Shortening great distances is the 
supernatural act of my spiritual mentor. 

Just a while ago I was so far away but now 
I am sitting so close to my Lord. 

Sense of humour 

Allah ta'dla blessed Hadrat rahimahullah with a great 
share in the Sunnat of humour. The hearts of those 
attending his assembly would immediately open up. 
He used to say, “When you choose a pomegranate, 
choose me that is red and ripe. When you choose a 
spiritual guide, choose me that is humorous.” He said, 
“There is no pride in jovial people. Do not be stern but 
be cheerful.” He also said, “That humour and laughter 
which is coupled with an unmindful heart is evil. 
Hence the humour of the pious is different from the 
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humour of disobedient people. Khwajah Majdhub 
Sahib said, 

Even though laughter is seen on my lips all 
the time and my eyes are not even moist, 
nobody knows what perpetually resides in 
my heart. 

Hadrat had a small toy kept in his room. If you 
pressed it, the sound of laughter emitted from it. 
When anyone came to take the pledge of allegiance, 
Hadrat would press the toy which would cause all 
those present to burst into laughter. At that moment 
Hadrat would observe the reaction of the one who 
came to take the pledge. If he also laughed, Hadrat 
would initiate him, otherwise he would say, “You are 
not compatible with us. Please go elsewhere for taking 
the pledge.” Hadrat said, 

My face is cheerful but your yearning and 
pain is in my heart. People have understood 
veiy little about Your ardent lover. 

He would say, “To laugh and humour others are the 
Sunnat of Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 
Sometimes the Sahabah radiyalld.hu r anhum would 
laugh so much that they would fall on top of one 
another.” 

Hence, at night there used to be an assembly of 
Hadrat for light-hearted stories. He used to say, “In 
this assembly, I treat the sickness of tension.” 

Sometimes Hadrat would spiritually reform people in a 
humorous way. Once a youngster from Leicester 
requested Hadrat to give him some advice. Hadrat 
said, “O young man of Leicester! Protect your tester!” 
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Once a veiy rich man of Africa was massaging 
Hadrat’s leg. Someone commented that the man 
massaging Hadrat’s leg was veiy wealthy. Hadrat said 
immediately, “I did not squeeze his pockets, therefore 
he is massaging my legs.” 

Poetry 

Hadrat Maulana Shah Fadl ar-Rahman Sahib Ganj 
MuradabadI rahimahullah used to say, 

Our focus is not on poetiy. We write the 
feelings of the heart. A nightingale is our 
confidant. How can we reveal it to everyone! 

The poetiy of Hadrat rahimahullah is also an 
expression of his heart’s feelings, grief and yearning. 
Every poem speaks of the wound of Hadrat’s heart. He 
says, 

Do not try to correct my poetiy. It is a 
portrayal of the pain in our heart. My 
poetiy is merely the expression of the pain 
of my heart. Do not expect to find your 
language in it. 

The topics of Hadrat’s poems revolved around the love 
for Allah ta'ala, the ardent love for Rasulullah 
sallalla.hu r alayhi wa sallam, following the Sharl'at, 
the virtues of the Sahabah radiyalla.hu r anhum and 
saints, the legacy of the blood of desire, the post 
mortem of worldly love and beauty and the spiritual 
blessing of the spiritual mentor. 

Hadrat says, 

When light came into my heart through 
dhikr, it was as if my life was boosted by 
the strength of a hundred lives. 
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The eyes are giving away the secret of the 
love of Allah ta'ala in the heart, since this 
love cannot but express itself (hence from 
the eyes of a person as well as his ways, it 
will become apparent that his heart is filled 
with the love of Allah ta'ala). 

The following poem of Hadrat is worthy of being 

written in gold, 

The pathway to Paradise is to follow the 
footsteps of Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi 
wa sallam. The pathway of the Sunnat 
takes one to Allah ta'ala. 

He says, 

The status of Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi 
wa sallam in this world is like the sun in 
the sky. The condition for perfect belief in 
Allah’s oneness is for intense love to exist in 
your heart and soul. 

He says in one place, 

When the heart is embellished with the 
mark of grief, then only can you acquire 
Allah. We had to endure a lot of grief in 
protecting ourselves from these beautiful 
women. Sir! How many people have passed 
their days in pursuit of fleeting worldly 
beauty. When her good looks disappeared, 
the friend ran away. Previously he was told 
she looked like a gazelle. A person does not 
just acquire the position of closeness (to the 
beloved). One has to endure thousands of 
wounds of grief. 
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Every poem of Hadrat is filled with lessons, advice, is 
effective in the ardour of the heart and is a stepway to 
guidance. Two collections of Hadrat’s poetry titled, 
Faydan-e-Muhabbat and A’inah-e-Muhabbat have been 
printed and published. People can study and benefit 
from them. 

Journeys to foreign countries 

Hadrat Wala rahimahullah travelled to the following 
countries for tabligh: 

Bangladesh, Burma, Saudi Arabia, United Arab 
Emirates, Britain, France, Reunion, Mauritius, South 
Africa, Mozambique, Malawi, Zambia, America, 
Canada, Kenya, India and Afghanistan. 

Journeys within Pakistan 

Hyderabad, Lahore, Peshawar, Derah Ismail Khan, 
Derah Ghazr Khan, Multan, Bahawal Nagar, 
Chishtiyan, Bahawalpur, Rahrmyar Khan, Quetta, 
Faislabad, Islamabad and Rawalpindi. 

Hadrat is one of five hundred influential Muslim 
guides 

Under the Ra’il Islamic strategic studies of Jordan, a 
list of five hundred influential Muslim guides was 
drawn up at the end of 2012. Hadrat’s name was 
listed as a Sufi guide and was among five hundred 
names on that list. 

Hadrat’s bequest 

20 Rabi' al-Awwal 1420 
05 July 1999 

1. All praise is due to Allah, I am not owing anyone 
any money. 
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2. I make a bequest for myself and all members of my 
family and friends that they should sacrifice every 
moment and breath of their life for the pleasure of 
Allah ta'dla. They should not displease Allah ta'dla for 
even one moment by engaging in any impermissible 
enjoyment. If they commit a sin, they must make 
Allah ta'dla happy through repentance, seeking 
forgiveness, crying and begging Him. 

3. They must spend their entire lives giving due 
importance to keeping the company of the pious. They 
should connect themselves to a compatible spiritual 
mentor and remain under his guidance. 

4. They must adopt great piety in monetary and 
financial matters. They should refer to Muftis for 
questions pertaining to Islamic law. 

5. They must pay attention to the publication of all my 
writings so that my sadaqah jarryyah (perpetual 
reward) may continue to flow and my progeny should 
spend their entire life in the service of Islam. 

6. I must be buried in the city where I pass away. 

7. Make a routine of reciting Surah Ikhlas three times 
and conveying the reward to my soul as well as 
making du'a for my forgiveness. 

8. Maulana Mazhar Sahib must perform my janazah 
salah. 

9. My body must be buried quickly. My chest should 
be made to face the qiblah in the grave in accordance 
to the Sunnat and make sure to abstain from the 
custom of displaying my face and other customary 
practises. 
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Bequest regarding Majlis Isha'at al-Haqq 

I, Muhammad Akhtar son of Muhammad Husayn, the 
administrator of Majlis Isha'at al-Haqq hereby hand 
over all my authority regarding the above-mentioned 
Majlis to my son, Maulana Qari Muhammad Mazhar 
Sahib, and I do this being fully aware and conscious. 
Due to my illness and weakness, he has been granted 
complete authority by myself (Muhammad Akhtar) to 
handle all administrative and managerial affairs of the 
Majlis. He has been given permission to take care of 
all the affairs of Majlis Isha'at al-Haqq just as I have 
been doing. Due to my weakness and lengthy illness I 
make him my substitute. I have written these few 
lines as my endorsement and a letter of proof so that 
this paper may prove useful to Maulana Muhammad 
Mazhar Sahib for office use. 

Muhammad Akhtar 
9 Shawwal 1396 
14 October 1976 
Nazimabad, Karachi 

Final moments 

On Sunday, 23 Rajab 1436 corresponding to 02 June 
2013 Hadrat Maulana Shah Hakim Muhammad 
Akhtar Sahib rahimahullah passed away after maghrib 
salah. Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji'un. 

Every true ardent lover wishes to pass away on the 
day which our beloved master and leader, Rasulullah 
sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam passed away. Hence the 
first person to have this desire was the companion of 
Rasulullah sallallahu r alayhi wa sallam in the Cave of 
Thaur and the leader of Sahabah radiyallahu r anhum, 
Hadrat Abu Bakr radiyallahu r anhu. Regarding this, 
Imam Bukhari rahimahullah brought a chapter in his 
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compilation titled, “The chapter of dying on a 
Monday” 1 which illustrates that to desire to pass away 
on a Monday is preferable. Imam Bukhari 
rahimahullah mentioned the desire of Hadrat Abu 
Bakr radiyallahu r anhu under that chapter. Hence his 
desire was fulfilled and he passed away on a Monday. 

When my spiritual mentor, Hadrat Maulana Shah 
Hakim Muhammad Akhtar Sahib rahimahullah came 
to Bahawal Nagar in 1997 he mentioned in the talk 
after fajr salah in the Jami' Masjid of Nadir Shah 
Bazar that he came to know regarding the late father 
of Maulana Jalll Ahmad, Maulana Niyaz Muhammad 
KhutanI rahimahullah that he had a desire to pass 
away on a Monday and Allah ta'ala fulfilled his desire. 
He said, “I have the same wish that I should pass 
away on a Monday.” From that day I was convinced 
that Allah ta'ala was going to fulfil this desire of His 
beloved servant. 

My spiritual mentor had fallen ill since 2000 and even 
in that condition his spiritual blessing was flowing 
and spreading but there was a period when his illness 
was getting worse. Every Monday I would be gripped 
with fear hoping that nothing tragic happens. 

Since I lived in Bahawal Nagar which is 700 
kilometers away from Karachi, I always felt that I was 
missing something. During those days I was sad all 
the time thinking that if something had to happen to 
Hadrat whilst I was so far away from him, I would 
never get over that pain. 

On 29 May I received news that Hadrat’s illness had 
taken a turn for the worse so I made arrangements to 


1 Bukhan Shanf, vol.l, p.186. 
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travel to Karachi immediately. I arrived on Thursday, 
30 May. Although Hadrat was continuously battling 
his illness, whenever Monday came close my fear 
increased. Hadrat rahimahullah had already asked his 
son, Hadrat Maulana Hakim Muhammad Mazhar 
Miyan Sahib damat barakdtuhum many times before, 
“What day is it today?” Hadrat had a special way of 
asking. Maulana would reply that it was Wednesday 
or Friday or whatever day it was. Hadrat would shake 
his head in refusal. 

On Sunday morning I visited Hadrat and thereafter 
went to my guest room to rest. After 'asr salah I 
received news that Hadrat’s condition was veiy critical 
so I went to the khanqah immediately. There was a 
huge crowd in the khanqah engaged in dhikr and 
du'a. The signs of grief were clearly evident on every 
individual’s face. In silence my tears began to flow. I 
did not know what to do at that time. Then I was 
summoned for from inside the khanqah. I went inside 
and found that everyone’s heart was broken and they 
were worried. Hadrat was being given oxygen. The 
doctors were trying their best. I started to massage 
and stroke Hadrat’s head. Hadrat Maulana 
Muhammad Mazhar Miyan Sahib damat barakdtuhum 
and his sons, Maulana Ibrahim Miyan Sahib, Maulana 
Isma'Il Sahib and Maulana Is-haq Sahib were 
assisting Hadrat to breathe with the aid of the oxygen 
tank. Their eyes were filled with tears and everyone 
was crying softly. I took a look at the clock and there 
were twenty minutes left for Monday to enter. 
Something gripped my heart. Hadrat’s open eyes were 
also fixed on the clock. My heart told me that Hadrat 
is waiting. One or two tears left Hadrat’s eyes and 
rolled onto his cheeks which I wiped away and rubbed 
onto my face. Being driven by strong emotions, I 
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kissed Hadrat on his forehead. When the adhan for 
maghrib was called out at 7:20pm, I together with a 
few attendants of Hadrat performed the maghrib salah 
inside the khanqah near Hadrat. The rest of the men 
went to the masjid. After performing salah I returned 
to massaging and stroking Hadrat’s head. The effects 
of the pangs of death started and Hadrat started to 
pause between breaths. Hadrat’s forehead which was 
becoming red due to the circulation of blood from 
massaging and stroking his head, became illuminated 
all of a sudden and while looking at it, a yellow 
luminous colour spread. Hadrat himself mentioned in 
one of his poems, 

The lovers of Allah ta'dla spent the night in 
His worship. In the morning their moist 
eyes (from the tears shed out of Allah’s love) 
and the glitter on their shining faces are 
reflections of the effulgence which was 
showered on them from Allah ta'dla. 

In the meantime Hadrat’s son, Hadrat Maulana 
Muhammad Mazhar Miyan Sahib damat barakatuhum 
returned from the masjid after reading maghrib salah 
and Hadrat Wala was taking his final breaths. After a 
few minutes Hadrat departed from this world. Inna 
lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji'un. 

The yellow light spread throughout Hadrat’s face and 
a special type of ease and comfort appeared on it like 
a tired traveller who had reached his destination. I 
looked at the clock and it was 7:42pm-already 22 to 
23 minutes had passed since Monday commenced. 
Cries, wailing and lamentations reverberated inside 
and outside the khanqah. People were holding each 
other and ciying. I remembered the poem of Maulana 
Jalal ad-DIn Rum! rahimahullah at that time, 
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Whatever you desire, Allah will desire the 
same. Allah ta'ala fulfils the desires of His 
pious servants. 

Hence Allah ta'ala fulfilled the wish of my spiritual 
mentor and granted him a death on a Monday. 

At the time of Hadrat’s demise the following people 
were present in Hadrat’s room: 

1. Hadrat Mir 'Ishrat Jamil Sahib. 

2. Brother Mutahhar Mahmud Lahorl Sahib. 

3. Maulana Barkatullah Bahawal NagrI Sahib. 

4. Hafiz Diya’ ar-Rahman Amrlkl Sahib. 

5. Dr. Ayyub Sahib. 

6. Brother Fayruz Memon Sahib. 

7. Dr. Amanullah Sahib. 

8. Dr. 'Arif Sahib. 

9. Dr. 'Umar Sahib. 

10. Dr. Azhar Sahib. 

11. Brother Qamar-az-Zaman Bangladeshi Sahib. 

12. Qarl Ahmad Miyan Thanwl Sahib. 

13. The grandson of Hadrat rahimahullah, Khalid. 

14. The grandson of Hadrat rahimahullah, Shu'ayb. 

15. Brother Bilal Sahib. 

16. Nur az-Zaman Bangladeshi Sahib. 

17. Brother 'Imran Sahib. 
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I say that a death on a Friday is for those who fear 
Allah ta'dla and a death on a Monday is for the ardent 
lovers of Allah ta'dla. 

Preparations to bathe Hadrat’s body commenced and 
careful attention was paid to carrying out every action 
according to the Sunnat method. The responsibility of 
bathing Hadrat was handed over to the grandson of 
Hadrat, Maulana Is-haq Sahib and the attendants of 
Hadrat, Hafiz Diya’ ar-Rahman Sahib, Maulana 
Barkatullah Sahib and Brother Mutahir Mahmud 
Sahib. Mufti Irshad Ahmad Sahib, Mufti Ghulam 
Muhammad Sahib and I were chosen to assist them 
and guide them in matters pertaining to Islamic law. 
After bathing and enshrouding Hadrat, his body was 
taken to the khanqah at approximately 10:30pm for 
viewing. I regard those moments and service I did for 
Hadrat’s j anazah as a means of my salvation. 

At 8am in the morning, Hadrat’s body was taken to 
Jami'ah Ashraf al-Madaris Sindh Baluch Society. For 
a while the j anazah was kept in the big khanqah 
where long trunks of bamboo were tied to the bier to 
allow more people the opportunity of carrying Hadrat’s 
j anazah on their shoulders. The j anazah was brought 
to the janazah salah area at 8:30am. All praise is due 
to Allah ta'dla, I also had the opportunity of carrying 
Hadrat’s janazah. 

The janazah salah was performed at 9am. There were 
approximately 150 000 people who attended the salah 
and many thousands could not reach in time as they 
were stuck in traffic. This was a janazah salah 
wherein the participants can be forgiven. Just as the 
attendants hoped for the reward of the janazah salah 
they were also hopeful that it would be a means of 
their forgiveness. 
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According to Hadrat’s bequest, Hadrat’s son, Hadrat 
Maulana Mazhar Miyan Sahib damat barakdtuhum led 
the salah and Hadrat was buried in that piece of land 
which he donated to Sindh Baluch Society as a 
graveyard. Hadrat’s grandsons, Maulana Muhammad 
Ibrahim Miyan Sahib, Maulana Isma'Il Sahib and 
Maulana Is-haq Sahib assisted with the burial 
together with help from Hadrat’s close friends and 
attendants. According to Hadrat’s bequest, his entire 
body was faced towards the qiblah by being supported 
by the eastern wall of the grave. This is the Islamic 
ruling and the Sunnat way. It is not sufficient to turn 
only the face in the direction of the qiblah. Hadrat’s 
son was the first to throw three handfuls of sand in 
the grave and then I had the good fortune of doing the 
same followed by the others. 

The grandsons of Hadrat, Maulana Muhammad 
Ibrahim Miyan Sahib and Maulana Isma'Il Sahib 
recited the first and last ruku' of Surah Baqarah and I 
was instructed to make the final du'a. Everyone faced 
the qiblah and made du'a. The burial was completed 
at approximately 10:30am and the graveyard was 
opened to everyone to visit. May Allah ta'dla shower 
His mercy on Hadrat. Amin. 

The patrons of the tavern will cry a lot 
when they think of me after having drunk 
from our cup of the yearning of the heart. 1 

Glad tidings after Hadrat’s demise 

“After Hadrat’s demise I saw a dream wherein a voice 
called out but I could not see who was speaking. The 


1 Hadrat Maulana Shah Hakim Muhammad Akhtar Sahib 
rahimahullah. 
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voice said, “I saw with my own eyes that Rasulullah 
sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam held the hand of Hadrat 
Maulana Shah Hakim Muhammad Akhtar Sahib 
rahimahullah and took him from his grave to Jannat 
al-Baql' and said, “Live in my neighbourhood.” 
Thereafter my eyes opened.” (Narrated by Fadl 
Rabbanl.) 

“On the first night after Hadrat’s demise when I was in 
the khanqah, I saw a dream that all the people in the 
khanqah were ciying. Hadrat Maulana Mazhar Miyan 
Sahib ddmat barakdtuhum was walking forward whilst 
looking at everyone and then he held Hadrat’s hand to 
check his pulse. Then Maulana lowered his head to 
his chest and began to cry. When the people saw 
Hadrat Maulana Mazhar Miyan Sahib ddmat 
barakdtuhum ciying, they began to ciy even more. All 
of a sudden I see Hadrat Wala rahimahullah sitting on 
a chair with a beaming face. Hadrat is wearing a white 
kurta which is glittering and a blue loin cloth. He 
stands up smiling and walks with great ease and gloiy 
towards Hadrat Maulana Mazhar Miyan Sahib ddmat 
barakdtuhum whose back is faced towards Hadrat 
rahimahullah. Hadrat places his right hand on 
Maulana’s back and rubs it with kindness saying, 
“Why are you ciying? I am with you. Do not ciy. Just 
be patient my son. Be patient.” Hadrat stood in that 
same way looking at everyone and smiling and he 
continued to rub Hadrat Maulana Mazhar’s back 
whilst smiling.” (Narrated by Fu’ad 'Alarm) 
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BUKHARI SHARIF HADITH CHAIN 


^jll^jllHl^ 

IHLH ‘fXl H Jcj £cp\ gHi Jp JH> j^lll 

JVS Hi jlH £ Hi jHi jUiJI HH1 

Hi ,H£i \5Sf> ill Hi pHl ^HHJI jfi\ £JLll 
JHji Hli jii 3 ^' Hi isSfc <HH' HH. jvs jiU 
iHj (iL$i <4H' HH. Siis j^-di Hi uSf> 
Jvs iHiHl ^Hl Hi ill JHJI Hli Jvs &jA\ 13A 
j^s- ^JiLll H-i- JvS iHHl (jiHH Hi Hill ^tlLll 115 ji 
HHilj jHHJl fUl £HJ 1 Hli Jvs ijlioll HiiH 
^£1 £ Hi £JLll U>H Jvs Hnni Hi 5 j all! 
ji olH Jvs HH-' J 1 ^ cHH 

Jvs ijVilli Hi £ Hi UjH -1 Jvs ^LiiJl lil ^Jjl 
g? ij/jii ^Hji ji £pji\ Hi g; nil £ Hi ^Hji ujH' 
^ji 3 *iHHl Hi Halil ^-ll jjp olji jli (jJjLii'i Hi 
jiiii vJH g; iii ^JLii ji ■H-' H ^ii' 
JJ^l Hi cijl ^JLlI ^i £HJJI ijlHJl ^ gHi ^JLlI ji 
^lll eiJlH gigll Hi ^JLll (ji ijill i)iHJl ^Ic- gj 
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gl j^ULl g? j 12 4JJl 44 J-I j 6 i^P' JM? 

jl^lc-j ili- aJJI 
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CHISHTIYYAH SPIRITUAL TREE 


1. Hadrat Muhammad Mustafa sallallahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam. 

2. Hadrat 'All al-Murtada radiyalla.hu r anhu. 

3. Shah Hasan Basri rahimahullah. 

4. Shah 'Abd al-Wahid ibn Zayd rahimahullah. 

5. Shah Fudayl ibn 'Iyad rahimahullah. 

6. Shah Sultan Ibrahim ibn Ad-ham rahimahullah. 

7. Shah Hudhayfah rahimahullah. 

8. Hubayrah Bash rahimahullah. 

9. Shah HajI Mamshad 'All Dinwari rahimahullah. 

10. Shah Abu Is-haq ShamI rahimahullah. 

11. Shah Abu Abdal rahimahullah. 

12.Shah Abu Muhammad Chishti rahimahullah. 

13.Shah Abu Yusuf Nasir ad-DIn rahimahullah. 

14. Shah Qutbuddln Maudud rahimahullah. 

15. Shah HajI Sharif ZindanI rahimahullah. 

16. Shah 'Uthman HarwanI rahimahullah. 

17. Shah Mu7n ad-DIn Sijzi rahimahullah. 

18. Shah Qutbuddln Bakhtiyar Ka'ki rahimahullah. 

19. Shah Farid ad-DIn Ganj Shakar rahimahullah. 

20. Shah 'All Ahmad Sabir Kalyarl rahimahullah. 

21. Shah Shams ad-DIn Turk rahimahullah. 

22. Shah Jalal ad-DIn Kablr al-Auliya rahimahullah. 
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23.Shah 'Abd al-Haqq Radolwl rahimahullah. 

24. Shah 'Arif rahimahullah. 

25. Shah Muhammad rahimahullah. 

26. Shah 'Abd al-Quddus Gangohi rahimahullah. 

27. Shah Jalal ad-DIn Thanesarl rahimahullah. 

28. Shah Nizam ad-DIn BalkhI rahimahullah. 

29. Shah Abu Said rahimahullah. 

30. Shah Muhibullah AllahabadI rahimahullah. 

31. Shah Muhammady rahimahullah. 

32.Shah 'Adud ad-DIn rahimahullah. 

33.Shah 'Abd al-Hadl rahimahullah. 

34. Shah 'Abd al-Barl rahimahullah. 

35. Shah HajI 'Abd ar-Rahlm Wilayatl rahimahullah. 

36. Shah Miyan JI Nur Muhammad rahimahullah. 

37. Shah HajI Imdadullah Muhajir MakkI 

rahimahullah. 

38. Hakim al-Ummat Maulana Shah Ashraf 'All 
Thanwl rahimahullah. 

39. Hadrat Maulana Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl Phulpurl 
rahimahullah. 

40. Hadrat Maulana Shah Abrar al-Haqq 

rahimahullah. 

41. 'Arif billah Maulana Shah Hakim Muhammad 
Akhtar Sahib rahimahullah. 

42. Maulana Jalll Ahmad Akhun Sahib damat 
barakatuhum. 
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NAQSHBANDfYYAH SPIRITUAL TREE 

1. Hadrat Muhammad Mustafa sallallahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam. 

2. Hadrat Abu Bakr Siddlq radiyalldhu 'anhu. 

3. Hadrat Salman Farsi radiyalldhu r anhu. 

4. Hadrat Imam Qasim rahimahullah. 

5. Hadrat Imam Ja'far Sadiq rahimahullah. 

6. Hadrat Bayazld BustamI rahimahullah. 

7. Hadrat Abu al-Hasan KharkanI rahimahullah. 

8. Hadrat Khwajah Abu al-Qasim Girganl 
rahimahullah. 

9. Hadrat Abu 'All FarmadI rahimahullah. 

10. Hadrat Yusuf al-Hamdanl rahimahullah. 

1 l.Abu al-Khaliq Ghajdwanl rahimahullah. 

12. Hadrat Muhammad 'Arif Riyugarl rahimahullah. 

13. Hadrat Muhammad Anjar Fakhnawl rahimahullah. 

14. Hadrat 'AzIzan-e-'AlI Ramyatnl rahimahullah. 

15. Hadrat Muhammad Baba SumasI rahimahullah. 

16. Hadrat Sayyid 'Amir Kallal rahimahullah. 

17. Hadrat Khwajah Baha’ ad-DIn Naqshbandl 
rahimahullah. 

18. Hadrat 'Ala’ ad-DIn 'Attar rahimahullah. 

19. Hadrat Ya'qub CharkhI rahimahullah. 

20. Hadrat Khwajah 'Ubaydullah Ahrar rahimahullah. 

21. Hadrat Muhammad Zahid rahimahullah. 
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22. Hadrat Khwajah Durwesh Muhammad 

rahimahullah. 

23. Hadrat Muhammad Waqif AmkankI rahimahullah. 

24. Hadrat Khwajah BaqI Billah rahimahullah. 

25. Hadrat Mujaddid Alf-e-ThanI rahimahullah. 

26. Hadrat Khwajah Muhammad Ma'sum Sarhindl 
rahimahullah. 

27. Hadrat Khwajah Muhammad Naqshband 

rahimahullah. 

28. Hadrat Khwajah Muhammad Zubayr rahimahullah. 

29. Hadrat Khwajah Diya’ullah Kashmiri rahimahullah. 

30. Hadrat Khwajah Shah Muhammad Afaq Dehlawl 
rahimahullah. 

31. Hadrat Maulana Shah Fadl ar-Rahman Ganj 
MuradabadI rahimahullah. 

32. Maulana Sayyid Badr 'All Shah rahimahullah. 

33. Maulana Shah Muhammad Ahmad Partabgarhl 
rahimahullah 

34. 'Arif billah Maulana Shah Hakim Muhammad 
Akhtar Sahib rahimahullah. 

35. Maulana Jalll Ahmad Akhun Sahib damat 
barakatuhum. 
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DAILY PRAYERS AND ACTS OF 
DEVOTION 


Hadlth one 

Hadrat 'Abdullah ibn Khubayb radiyallahu r anhu 
narrates that one night it was raining and extremely 
dark. They went out in search of Rasulullah sallalld.hu 
'alayhi wa sallam and found him. Rasulullah 
sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam said, “Recite!” He replied, 
“What should I recite?” Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi 
wa sallam said, “Recite Surah Ikhlas, Surah Falaq 
and Surah Nas three times each every morning and 
evening. They will suffice you for everything.” 1 

Recite Surah Ikhlas thrice: 


& °J=C> pj pj & p .j£.\ Ji 


9 

.Jo-1 


Recite Surah Falaq thrice: 

pO-pl jj^pl Abl 

. < 1 J 1 1 ^ ^ 1 —Ld ^ 

lil J^ulo -ydi (jAj -jJL*Jl (_j ObLaSJl jdi fyij 


1 Mishkat Sharif. 
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Recite Surah Nas thrice: 


^sJ)\ ^)\ ill ^ 


_>£ . 0 -vsj\ aIi - 0 -vu\ diu .^mi 4^, ijL\ ji 

Alii 5 * .^mi ^14 j ^ ii .^i&i .^\^j\ 


Hadlth two 


-02 



Hadrat Abu Darda radiyallahu r anhu narrates that 
Rasulullah sailalld.hu c alayhi wa sallam said, 
“Whoever recites the following du'a seven times, Allah 
ta r ala will suffice him against every worry of this world 
and the Hereafter.” 1 




Csr^~ 


Allah is sufficient for me. There is no deity besides Him. 
I have placed my trust in Him and He is the owner of 
the magnificent throne. 

Hadlth three 


Hadrat Ma'qil ibn Yasar radiyallahu r anhu narrates 
that Rasulullah sallallahu r alayhi wa sallam said, 
“Whoever recites, 


4^1 gU^lii & £*^ii 


three times in the morning and thereafter recites the 
last three verses of Surah Hashr once, Allah ta'ala 
appoints seventy thousand angels who will seek 


1 Ruh al-Ma r am. 
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forgiveness for him till the evening and if he passes 
away on that day he will pass away as a martyr. If he 
recites it at night, Allah ta'dla will appoint seventy 
thousand angels to seek forgiveness for him till the 
morning and if he passes away on that night, he will 
pass away as a martyr.” 1 


Firstly recite three times: 

^)\ gUsJjl AUl iiU 


Thereafter recite the last three verses of Surah Hashr 
once: 


ji ^ a}} ^ £ jJl 

jjpl pUl Jujliil iJO 4 a3\ ^ ^jSi 3 S 1 I 

jJlil ’M'jk ^ j&L' 

>3 ^3% ojilsi j u aj g4 ilnS’i aj 


Salat Tunjlna 

0 0 2 ^ ** ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ i # 

Ij 3 1 ^ 3" <s ^ 

( yj lij gh"3 oL>-lih ^5^" ^ ^g^g"3 d- 

Liioj oL>-^d]l dljjLc- l^j liL*_s jj 3 ol£Ldh 

i_K (Jp d-^i djlddJl Jvjoj oj^-1 (3 oiyjl-i oUliJi 


§ 0 d 

y ys 


1 Mishkat Sharif. 
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The blessings of this durud sharlf are countless. It is a 
means of protection from all sorts of epidemics and 
illnesses. Through its recitation the heart experiences 
a unique tranquillity. It is from the tried and tested 
practices of the pious elders. 


Protection from black magic 

S/ % ji-1 5 S 1 I jli- ^4 


Du'a for protection from evil judgements and 
difficult tests 


Rasulullah sallalldhu 'alayhi wa sallam said, “O 
people! Seek refuge from difficult tests, from being 
overtaken with misfortunes, from every judgement 
that will be harmful to you and from the taunts of 
your enemies.” 1 2 


AjLaJjj C.1 ■>> a " Zj^j db 4^ 


Recite the above du'a seven times. 

Sayyid al-lstighfar 

Hadrat Shaddad ibn Aus radiyalld.hu r anhu narrates 
that Rasulullah sallalldhu 'alayhi wa sallam said, 
“Sayyid al-istighfar-the best way of seeking forgiveness 
from Allah is for a servant to say to Allah, 


1 Surah Yunus, 10: 81-82. 

2 Mirqdt vol.5, p.222. 
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jc. I5lj I5lj gM. dii a5l N °Sj dJ 
ijSfj $£. ikJu, ijif U Ji ^ dL i>! iJJ^U 


A comprehensive du'a 


The following du'a is so comprehensive that it 
contains all the du'as which Rasulullah sallallahu 
'alayhi wa sallam made in the twenty three years of 
his prophethood. 


I«_L4_dc. aJd\ <jAld ajl« lilSLL L» (jr? dii 

^ ^o— a^.Lc- a_Xi 1 ^ d- a»w° a 1 j /'^ u d)^ 0 dh 

.4JJU ^ sjl Sfj j> Slj 1 dlltj oUali'l oif 


Acts of devotion for disciples 

1. To recite the following 100, 300 or 500 times: 

tfll 4 \ &\ Si 


Method of the above dhikr 

When saying, “La ilaha” one should think that his 
recitation of “La ilaha” has reached the magnificent 
throne. When saying, “illallah” he should think that 
the nur of Allah ta'dla is entering his heart. He should 
think that there is a pillar of nur connected to his 
heart from the throne of Allah ta'dla via which divine 
light is entering his heart. It is sufficient to pay slight 
attention to this thought. In Mishkat Sharif the 
following Hadlth appears: 
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4jji oji tfii 'il s}\ H 

There is no barrier between the kalimah, la ilaha 
illallah and Allah ta'ala. 

2. To say the following 100, 300 or 500 times: 

4iii &\ 

It is necessary to say 

J4- 

after saying the first, “Allah”. 

Etiquette of the above dhikr 

One should think that he has one tongue in his 
mouth and one in his heart. He should meditate that 
the name of Allah is simultaneously emanating from 
his tongue and heart. A slight meditation is sufficient. 
One should not strain the mind to fully concentrate on 
this. 

3. Istighfar: 100, 300 or 500 times. 

4. Durud sharlf: 100, 300 or 500 times. 

Method of durud sharlf 

Whilst reciting durud sharlf, imagine that you are in 
front of the blessed grave of Rasulullah sallalld.hu 
r alayhi wa sallam. Imagine that the mercy of Allah is 
raining upon the blessed grave and it is splashing on 
you. 

One can recite the following simple durud as well. 

jp 
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5. Recitation of the Qur’an. 

6. To read one chapter of the Munajat-e-Maqbul daily. 

7. To read the seventh part of the Bahishti Zewar and 
the book Spiritual Illnesses And Their Remedy of 
Hadrat Hakim Muhammad Akhtar Sahib 
rahimahulldh. 

Acts of devotion for females 

1. Three hundred times: 

2. One hundred times: 

tfil ^ S! 


3. One hundred times istighfar. 

4. One hundred times durud sharif. 

5. Recitation of the Qur’an. 

6. To read one chapter of the Munajat-e-Maqbul daily. 

7. To read the seventh part of the Bahishti Zewar and 
the book Spiritual Illnesses And Their Remedy of 
Hadrat Hakim Muhammad Akhtar Sahib 
rahimahulldh. 

N.B: To recite daily prayers and engage in acts of 
devotion more than one’s ability and capacity can be 
veiy harmful. Therefore if a person perceives tiredness 
he should immediately stop the devotion or dhikr 
which he is reading. It is sufficient to recite that 
amount which one is able to manage comfortably. It is 
necessary to sleep for six hours in total for every 
twenty four hours. If one is unable to sleep, he should 
consult his physician immediately and defer his 
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devotions and dhikr, otherwise “diyness” of the brains 
may increase. 
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STATEMENTS 


A slave of Allah and a slave of desires 


Hadrat said, “When beautiful women lose their good- 
looking features, why are you not loyal and prepared 
to sacrifice your life for them? Why do you run away 
from them? When the glitter and beauty was there, 
you were ogling at them and when their beauty faded, 
you look away. It shows that such a person is a slave 
of his desires and not a slave of Allah. Allah’s true 
servant is one who, despite being inclined to look 
thousands of times, he says, 

I will not look. I will not look. I will never 
look at things which make my Allah angry!” 

Protecting the gaze 

Hadrat said, “Protect your gaze! Allah ta'dla says, 


ya Ji 


O Prophet! Say to the believers that they should lower 
their gazes. 1 


Therefore try your utmost best to abstain from sin. If 
Allah ta'dla did not equip us with the strength and 
courage to abstain from sin, then I take an oath on 
Allah ta'dla in this masjid and say that Allah ta'dla 
would not have made taqwa obligatory. If man was not 
able to control his gaze, Allah ta'dla would never have 
commanded us to protect our gaze because Allah 
ta'dla is not an oppressor. Allah ta'dla gave us these 
eyelids for this very reason that whenever someone 


1 Surah Nur, 24: 30. 
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attractive appears before us we will lower the curtain 
of our eyelids over our eyes.” 

A plot of the carnal self 

Hadrat said, “It is a plot and ploy of Shaytan and the 
carnal self when a person says, “O Allah! Today I got 
caught up in sin and evil.” Actually, the sin did not 
just take place. He committed the sin. The carnal self 
is cunning in this matter saying, “O Allah! We did not 
commit any sin. We got caught up in some sin.” 
Therefore you should say, “O Allah! We did not fall 
into sin. Actually we committed sin.” Sin does not just 
happen, it is committed. Therefore say, “O Allah! 
Please forgive the sins and mistakes which I have 
committed.” 

Spending time in the company of the spiritual 
mentor 

Hadrat rahimahulldh mentioned the statement of 
Hadrat Shah Ashraf 'All Thanwl rahimahulldh 
regarding spending time with one’s spiritual mentor. 
He said, “The company of the spiritual mentor will 
only be fruitful when it is for a specific amount of time 
and it must be uninterrupted. That amount is forty 
days. It is similar to a hen which broods over her eggs 
for twenty one days continuously and then only does 
life come into her eggs. The hen does not need to 
break the eggs. Her chicks break through the eggs 
themselves and emerge. Similarly if a person remains 
in the company of a saint for forty days continuously, 
his Iman will become strong, he will emerge from the 
shell of his carnal self on his own and will break the 
chains of sin all by himself.” 


106 



The meaning of taqwa 

Hadrat said, “What is taqwa? A person is inclined to 
commit sin and his heart desires to ogle at beautiful 
women and speak to them but he does not act on that 
desire of his heart and endures the pain of not 
looking. He tolerates the grief and remorse of not 
ogling and allows his desires to bleed. That is the 
meaning of taqwa. People think that taqwa means that 
the thought of committing sin should not even enter 
the heart. Actually taqwa means, 

%\jQ\ (jjC- 

To prevent the carnal self from obeying its desires. 

If the desire to sin does not enter the heart, what is a 
person going to prevent? When the heart is not 
inclined to sin, what taqwa will there be? And where 
will striving against the carnal self fit in? The meaning 
of taqwa is contained in this poem which I composed 
right now, 

My heart desires to sway with the beautiful 
woman and kiss her but due to the fear of 
Allah ta'ala, I will never kiss her.” 

Regret 

Hadrat said, “There is no other way to salvation except 
to regard every moment and breath of your life to be 
sinful and to go to the court of Allah ta'ala admitting 
your wrong, seeking forgiveness, regretting your 
errors, repenting to Allah ta'ala and to return 
successful.” 
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The difference between the ardent lover of Allah 
and the lover of Layla 

Hadrat said, “The shoes of Layla’s ardent lover falls off 
and the shoes of Allah’s ardent lover are carried by 
others. What a great difference?” 

One cannot acquire Allah together with others 

Hadrat said, “If the corpses of mortals occupy one’s 
heart i.e. the ardent love for mortals and the filth of 
their love occupy the heart, how will Allah ta'dla enter 
such a heart? Will you like to have guests in a room 
where there are dead corpses lying about? You only 
possess a little sensitivity and refineness and being 
the slave of the One who is delicate and fine, you 
cannot remain in a room where a dead corpse is lying. 
Allah ta'dla is really Lahf-delicate and fine. How will 
He make that heart His abode which houses dead 
corpses and where the love of those corpses has 
penetrated?” 

The infinite ecstasy of closeness to Allah 

Hadrat said, “How can our limited word and 
vocabulary express the infinite greatness and pleasure 
of the name of Allah ta'dla? Words assist us for a 
short while but thereafter they also give up and say 
that they are unable to go further. It is similar to when 
Jibra'il 'alayhis salam was at sidrat al-muntaha and 
said, “If I go a hair’s breadth beyond this point, I will 
burn.” When this point is reached where words and 
language cannot express the love of Allah ta'dla and 
the greatness and ecstasy of His name, Akhtar starts 
to cry, lament and weep, saying, “O Allah! Words are 
deficient. Place the sweetness and pleasure of Your 
name in our hearts then there will be no need for 
words and language.” 
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The company of the spiritual guide is a great 
bounty 

Hadrat said, “When my spiritual mentor, Hadrat 
Maulana Shah Abrar al-Haqq Sahib was leaving 
Pakistan for Hardol, I read this poem to him, 

My spiritual mentor has departed after 
embracing me. The canopy of my heart has 
been demolished. 

Hadrat rahimahulldh became pleased so he called me 
in private and bestowed on me a favour which I will 
not disclose and then left.” Hadrat Mir Sahib said to 
Hadrat that if Hadrat disclosed the favour, we would 
all benefit. Hadrat then said, “Hadrat Wala 
rahimahulldh placed a restriction on my travels. He 
reinstated the restriction and it is the kindness of the 
spiritual mentor if he does that to his disciple. Hadrat 
Hardol rahimahulldh observed that his khallfah was 
being invited all over the world. He did not want pride 
to enter my heart. The kindness of the spiritual 
mentor cannot tolerate the destruction of his disciple. 
Hence sometimes he will scold the disciple and 
sometimes he will place a restriction on him from 
delivering lectures. However when Hadrat 
rahimahulldh heard this poem, he was convinced that 
Allah ta'ala will not destroy the one who is madly in 
love with his spiritual mentor. Those who did not have 
any senior above them were destroyed. If a car has no 
driver, it will only move as long as there is a straight 
road ahead. As soon as a curve comes up, the car will 
crash. Those who did not have a spiritual mentor 
continued to move correctly for a while but sometimes 
they crashed into the curve of fame and sometimes 
lust and they were broken to pieces. They were 
destroyed and those who were with them were also 
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destroyed. It is only the spiritual mentor who can 
control the disciple at the curves of fame and lust.” 1 

Two benefits of taqwa 

Hadrat said, “There are two benefits of taqwa: 

1. Through taqwa a person attains the friendship of 
Allah ta'dla and the road to taqwa is, 




Keep the company of the truthful (friends of Allah 
ta'dla). 2 

2. Through the blessing of taqwa the entire world will 
be peaceful.” 

Five prescriptions for becoming a saint 

While addressing the 'ulama’, Hadrat mentioned 
towards the end of the address, “The crux of my entire 
life is that if you do five things, you will become a 
friend of Allah ta'dla.” Hadrat then said, “For the 
benefit of the 'ulama’, I will mention these five things 
on the etymological scale of mufa'alah: 

1. Musahabat- keeping the company of the friends of 
Allah ta'dla. 


2. Mudawamat- being punctual on your dhikr. 

3. Muhafazat- protecting oneself from sin. 

4. Muba'adat- staying far away from the avenues of 
sin. 


1 Extracted from In'amat-e-Rabbam. 

2 Surah at-Taubah, 9: 119. 
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5. Muwazabat- being consistent in following the 
Sunnat.” 

The oil of the carnal self 

Hadrat said, “I asked one person regarding his 
occupation. He said that he extracts oil such as 
mustard seed oil, almond oil, sesame seed oil, jasmine 
oil etc. I asked him if he ever extracted the oil of the 
carnal self. He asked me how that oil could be 
extracted. I explained to him that a spiritual mentor 
extracts that oil and when someone extracts it and the 
carnal self is destroyed and the person repents from 
his sinful habits then saints are created from that oil. 
However the company of the friends of Allah ta'dla is 
required to extract this oil. It is not extracted in an oil 
press.” 

The punishment of evil glances 

Hadrat said, “Through the commission of sin, the 
heart moves slightly away from Allah ta'dla. For 
example it moves forty five degrees away and 
thereafter if one repents, the direction returns back to 
Allah ta'dla. However through evil glances, the entire 
direction of the heart changes. It makes a one 
hundred and eighty degree turn. One turns his back 
to Allah ta'dla and his heart completely turns towards 
that beautiful woman. If he stands up and commences 
performing his salah, that beautiful face appears 
before him. May Allah ta'dla save us. One does not 
become so detached and distant from Allah ta'dla 
through any other sin as much as he becomes distant 
through evil glances.” 
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The effect of the company of Allah’s friends 

Hadrat said, “There is a Shams Tabrez and a Rum! in 
every era. The Shams Tabrez of each era is unique. If 
Majnun had to find a qualified spiritual mentor in this 
era, the spiritual mentor would convert his ardent love 
for Layla to intense love for Allah ta'dla.” 

The wisdom behind sons receiving double the 
share of inheritance 

Hadrat said, “Allah ta'dla has stipulated that a male’s 
share in inheritance is twice a female’s share. The 
reason for this is that the responsibility of a male is 
twofold. One responsibility is to himself and the other 
is to his wife and children. When it comes to females, 
they only have one responsibility which is to 
themselves. The husband is responsible for her food, 
clothing and shelter, hence her share is half of the 
male’s share.” Some 'ulama’ commented that they 
studied the laws of inheritance their entire life but 
they only understood this point on the day Hadrat 
gave the above explanation. 

The deception of Shaytan 

Hadrat said that Shaytan deceives man into thinking, 
“It is difficult for you to become the friend of Allah 
ta'dla hence you should not repent because you will 
commit sin again, so what benefit is there in such 
repentance and such a spiritual allegiance?” Hadrat 
said, “Remember! It is foolish not to repent out of fear 
that you will commit sin again because if we break our 
repentance a thousand times, we may become tired of 
committing sin but Allah ta'dla will never get tired of 
forgiving us. For our repentance to be accepted it is 
sufficient for us to have the intention not to commit 
sin at the time of repentance.” 
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An excuse to take Allah’s name 


Hadrat said, “Islam revolves around total love. When 
you receive any favour, you say, “Al-hamdulillah!” 
When you see anything pleasant you say, “Masha’ 
Allah!” When you see something amazing, you say, 
“Subhanallah!” When ascending you say, “Allahu 
Akbar.” When descending you say, “Subhanallah.” 
Allah ta'dla has given us an excuse to take his name 
all the time. This is proof that Allah ta'dla wants us to 
be His ardent lovers. Just as a person remembers his 
beloved all the time like a mad man, Allah ta'dla 
wants us to remember Him in a similar manner.” 

The benefit of associating with the pious 

Hadrat said that Hadrat Maulana Shah Ashraf 'All 
Thanwl rahimahullah says, “Through the 
companionship of the pious and remaining attached 
to them, you will become a very close friend of Allah 
ta'dla. However if a person is unable to leave sin due 
to the evil of his carnal self, then too do not abandon 
their company. Remain in their company. The benefit 
you will receive will be that at the time of death, Allah 
ta'dla will send His help and will take you from this 
world through granting you the ability to repent by 
supressing your carnal self and making the love for 
Him dominant. If you were not from the perfect 
servants of Allah ta'dla, you will be among the 
repenters and this too is a very great bounty. This is 
the least benefit and effect of the company of the 
pious. 

The value of the pious 

Hadrat said that his spiritual mentor, Hadrat Maulana 
Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl Phulpuri rahimahullah used to 
say, “The body of the friend of Allah ta'dla is like 
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everyone else but his value increases because of the 
precious pearl of Allah’s love in his heart. Imagine 
there are two wooden boxes: One of them contains the 
clothes of ten children soiled with urine and faeces 
and the other contains a pearl worth one hundred 
million rupees. Will the value of both boxes be equal? 
There is a heart in the body of the friends of Allah 
ta'dla which contains the precious pearl of the 
connection with Allah ta'dla. It is on this basis that 
their value increases and they become the beloveds of 
Allah ta'dla.” 

Reward for no work 

Hadrat said that Hadrat Maulana Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl 
Phulpuri rahimahullah used to say, “No factory owner 
pays his worker if he does not work, but Allah ta'dla 
says, “Do not do it and you will become My friend.” Do 
not do such acts that will cause the displeasure of 
Allah ta'dla.” 

Recognition of Allah through the wrong avenue 

A person wrote to Hakim al-Ummat Hadrat Maulana 
Shah Ashraf 'All Thanwr rahimahullah saying, “I 
acquire the recognition of Allah ta'dla through looking 
at beautiful figures (non-mahram women and young 
lads).” Hadrat replied, “Recognition which is acquired 
through the avenues of sin is rejected.” Then Hadrat 
Wala rahimahullah said, “In Ruh al-Ma'anl, 'Allamah 
Alusr rahimahullah explains that the meaning of, 

. o 


is 
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The above shows that according to 'Allamah AlusI 
rahimahullah the meaning of worship is recognition. 
But why did Allah ta'ala express ma'rifat-recognition 
by using the word 'ibadat-worship? The reason is to 
show that ma'rifat-recognition is reliable and accepted 
when it comes through the avenue of obedience and 
worship. 

The etiquette of sitting in a gathering 

Hadrat said, “When there is place in a gathering, sit 
close. Hadrat Maulana Shah Abrar al-Haqq Sahib 
rahimahullah said that a fire can be seen from a 
distance, however only that person will perceive its 
heat who is close to it. Whoever sits close to the 
speaker will benefit more. Do not lean and sit against 
anything without a genuine need. However those who 
are old and frail can rest against the wall or use a 
cushion.” 

The appreciation of beauty 

Someone said to Hadrat rahimahullah, “Yesterday 
during Jumu'ah salah, Maulana Jalll Ahmad Sahib 
was looking like the full moon. Hadrat said, “The 
appreciation of beauty is not to use that beauty in sin 
and disobedience.” Out of love Hadrat gave Maulana 
the title, “Shah Chand Miyan”. 

The Sunnat manner of spiritual attention 

Hadrat said, I asked my spiritual mentor, Hadrat 
Maulana Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl Phulpuri rahimahullah 
to cast his spiritual attention on me. He said, “I make 
du'a which is the Sunnat method and therefore it is 
better than the common method of spiritual attention. 
It is the way of the Prophet sallallahu r alayhi wa 
sallam and is Sunnat which means it is the way to 
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Paradise. Therefore I make du'a because du'a links the 
creation to the Creator in one breath. In this manner 
spiritual attention and focus takes place 
automatically.” Then he said, “It is Allah’s kindness 
and favour that people are desiring our spiritual 
attention otherwise we are not worthy of that 
kindness. In fact, kindness and grace is only through 
His favour.” 

Only if You wish then this is Your favour, 
otherwise we are not even worthy of 
desiring. 

Love for the spiritual mentor 

Hadrat said that the founder of Jami'ah Ashrafryyah 
Lahore, Hadrat Mufti Muhammad Hasan Amritsari 
Sahib rahimahulldh said to his spiritual mentor, 
Hadrat Thanwi rahimahulldh, “If Allah ta'ala says, “Do 
you want to go to Paradise or the assembly of your 
spiritual mentor?” I will choose your assembly.” At 
this Hadrat Thanwi rahimahulldh said, “There should 
be such respect and conviction in the spiritual mentor 
that a person feels that his spiritual mentor’s 
assembly is better than Paradise.” Thereafter Hadrat 
Thanwi explained his statement, “The comparison and 
choice is not between Paradise and Ashraf 'All. Since 
the spiritual mentor is chosen for Allah’s sake, the 
comparison and choice is between Paradise and Allah 
ta'ala. If Allah ta'ala calls you to come and gaze at His 
beautiful countenance then tell me, at that time will 
you go to Paradise or will you run to Allah ta'ala? You 
will most certainly run to Him. 

The company of the lovers of Allah 

Hadrat said that Hakim al-Ummat Hadrat Maulana 
Shah Ashraf 'All Thanwi rahimahulldh said, “Whoever 
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wants to become the ardent lover of Allah ta'ala 
should remain in the company of the lovers of Allah 
ta'ala a lot. Then he said, “Even a person who sleeps 
in the company of the friends of Allah ta'ala is not 
deprived. It is like one who sleeps by the fragrant lily 
tree. His mind becomes fragranced even whilst he 
sleeps and is not conscious. If that is the case then 
how can a person who sleeps in the company of the 
friends of Allah ta'alabe deprived.” 

The ocean of closeness 

Hadrat said, “The soul of a believer is a fish and its 
abode is the ocean of closeness to Allah ta'ala. His 
soul can only find ease and comfort in the ocean of 
closeness. But when it is far away from that ocean, it 
becomes restless and thrashes about. The first poem 
which I composed in my life was, 

Due to the pain of separation, my heart is 
as restless as a fish out of water lying on 
the hot sand. 

Freeloaders 

Hadrat said, “Those who eat from the provisions and 
bounties of Allah ta'ala but are disobedient to Him are 
called ‘freeloaders’.” 

Obliterating one’s desires and the pain of the heart 

Hadrat said, “Always shatter the hopes and desires of 
your heart. Then only will the pain of the heart be 
created. When you destroy the impermissible 
pleasures of the heart, Allah ta'ala will enter your 
heart. A person who does not obey the impermissible 
desire of his heart and obeys the command of Allah 
ta'ala, does not break the law of Allah ta'ala but 
breaks his heart, then Allah ta'ala makes such a 
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broken heart His abode. Allah ta'dla grants that heart 
immense splendour of His closeness. This is the 
purpose of the khanqah. 

The splendour which is found in the ruined 
heart is not found in the tavern or the 
khanqah. 

That broken heart experiences such an ecstasy which 
the kings of the world did not even dream of because 
Allah ta'dla manifests himself in that heart along with 
His special splendours. 

Mir (the affectionate title of Hadrat’s 
attendant) in my broken heart, the (pure) 
wine of love (of Allah ta'dla) is flowing 
freely. Due to having shed the blood of 
thousands of desires (by not acting on 
them) and by means of bearing the pain of 
refraining from sin thousands of times, the 
Master of the universe is in my broken 
heart. 

The following couplets have been composed by me, 

Friends, in the “masjid” of the love of Allah 
ta'dla (that is in the field of true love), the 
imam is the one whose heart is filled with 
His love. 

Love for the friends of Allah 

Hadrat said, “In the supplications of Rasulullah 
sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam we find that Rasulullah 
sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam first asked for the love of 
Allah ta'dla, then for the love of His friends and 
thereafter the love for pious actions. Hadrat Sayyid 
Sulayman Nadwl rahimahullah says, “Rasulullah 
sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam mentioned the love for 
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Allah’s friends between His love and the love for pious 
actions because through the love for Allah’s friends, 
one attains both types of love.”” 

Acquiring the du'a’s of all the saints in the world 

Hadrat said, “You can acquire all the du'as which the 
friends of Allah ta'dla are making in the Ka'bah, 
Masjid an-NabawI sallalld.hu 'alayhi wa sallam and 
throughout the world while sitting in your own 
hometown. The way to acquire this is to keep a fist- 
length beard, keep your pants above your ankles, do 
not adopt Western haircuts and hairstyles and do not 
keep big moustaches-cut them fine. If you do this then 
you have adopted the fashion of the pious. Now you 
will receive the du'as of the entire world without 
requesting it. The proof for what I am saying is that 
every friend of Allah recites in tashahhud, 

The meaning of the above du'a is, “O Allah! Grant us 
and all the pious servants in the world peace.”” 

The fuel of Allah’s love 

Hadrat said, “Love in man is like arsenic. If you use it 
in its raw form, it is destructive, and if you oxidate it 
and ingest it, it enhances one’s health and strength. 
Likewise if this emotion of love is used for Layla, it will 
become a means of sin and destruction and if it is 
used for loving Allah ta'dla, it becomes a means of 
closeness and elevation. The emotion of love is fuel. If 
it is used incorrectly, it will take a person to a temple 
and if it used correctly it will take one to the Ka'bah. If 
one uses this love incorrectly, he will be devoted to the 
dead corpses of many Laylas and its correct use will 
take one to Allah ta'dla. This fuel is made from the 
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blood of impermissible desires and wishes. When one 
feels like committing a sin and the heart wants to look 
at beautiful women, shatter those hopes. As a result 
of breaking those desires, such steam will be created 
that will enable one to fly to Allah ta'ala. 

The purpose of being a disciple 


Hadrat said, “What is the purpose of being a disciple? 
Why is it necessary to stay in the company of your 
spiritual mentor? The Qur’an explains the purpose. 
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O You who believe! Fear Allah ta r ala and be in the 
company of the truthful. 1 

If one does not adopt taqwa, he will still be a slave but 
he will be an impure slave. Therefore abandon every 
type of sin and you will become Allah’s friend. 
Otherwise you will not be worthy of His friendship. It 
is foolish to engage in impermissible pleasures. To 
displease Allah ta'ala is evil. If you do not want to 
leave sin then do not enjoy His provisions. Otherwise 
the rule is, “I am a slave of the one who feeds me.” 


Urge to sin 

One will find taqwa when urged to commit sin because 
taqwa means, 

jC- 


To prevent the carnal self from obeying its desires. 


1 Surah at-Taubah, 9: 119. 
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When the desire to commit sin crops up, it must be 
stopped. If someone lives in the jungle where there are 
no urges and desires to commit sin, how will he 
become a muttaqi-pious man? It is for this reason that 
Rasulullah sallalld.hu 'alayhi wa sallam said, 

j i 

There is no monasticism in Islam. 

Hadrat recited the following couplets, 

O heart! I will not displease my Allah just 
because you tell me to. If my life has to 
expire, I will give up my life happily. 

Being unmindful of taking benefit from the spiritual 
mentor 

Hadrat said, “A son who does not earn a living during 
his father’s lifetime and relies on his father’s earnings 
will regret after his father’s demise. Likewise, a 
disciple who depends on his spiritual mentor will 
realise when his spiritual mentor passes away but 
then it will be too late. 

The bird flew away and only a feather 
remained in my hand. Therefore purify 
yourself spiritually during the lifetime of 
your spiritual mentor.” 

Be careful of even sudden glances 

Abstain from sudden and unmindful ogling. These are 
also harmful. It is similar to a person inserting a 
laxative in a sweetmeat. He will not get any sin but the 
effect on the bowels will be unavoidable.” Thereafter 
Hadrat said, “Engage in dhikr whilst travelling and 


121 



close your eyes. Whoever does not have the support of 
Allah will take support from Layla.” 

Tears of remorse 

Hadrat said, “When a strong dusty wind blows, some 
parts of our clothes get dirty. Therefore one needs to 
wash them quickly so that he can wear clean clothing 
and maintain his dignity and honour. Similarly in this 
era, there is a lot of shamelessness and immodesty. 
There are many images and pictures all around. A 
high-ranking friend of Allah ta'ala will keep his eyes 
closed.” 

I teach you a way through which your soul will remain 
clean and shining. Seek Allah’s forgiveness with regret 
and remorse. Through this, you will always be forgiven 
and the guarantee for this is that if Allah ta'ala did 
not want to forgive, He would not have instructed us 
to seek forgiveness. Allah ta'ala Himself has taught us 
to call unto Him and seek forgiveness by saying in the 
Qur’an, 




Seek forgiveness from your Lord. 
Then as a proof, He says, 


L) 
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Indeed He is oft forgiving. 

The above words are a statement which expresses the 
reason for seeking forgiveness from Him. 
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The unfortunate hour for a believer 


Hadrat Hakim al-Ummat rahimahulldh says, “That 
hour wherein a believer displeases Allah ta'dla is a 
veiy unfortunate hour for him.” 

The temperament of the heart and our 
responsibility 

Hadrat said, “The nature of the heart is to attach itself 
to something. The proof for this is the Hadlth of 
Bukhari Sharif, 

o 
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The person whose heart is attached to the masajid will 
be in the shade of Allah’s throne. When the heart will 
be attached to the house, we can imagine how much 
more it will be attached to the owner of the house! 
Therefore join the friends of Allah ta'dla. The service of 
the spiritual mentor is actually Allah’s service. 
Maulana Jalal ad-DIn Rum! rahimahulldh says, “To 
look at the spiritual mentor is like looking at Allah 
ta'dla.” It is easy for those who experienced or tasted 
worldly love to understand these statements if that 
worldly love was later converted to the ardent love for 
Allah ta'dla. 


The good opinion of Hadrat MTr 'Ishrat Jamil Sahib 

Hadrat Mir 'Ishrat Jamil Sahib damat barakatuhum 
said to me, “Your example is like this couplet, 
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I have a friend who bums my heart. If he wishes to 
walk on my eyes, he may do so. 

The pre-requisite for benefitting from your spiritual 
mentor 

Hadrat said, “In addition to the condition of having 
intense love for the spiritual mentor there is this 
condition that you should not desire anyone besides 
your spiritual mentor. If the person other than your 
spiritual mentor is an 'alim or mufti then you can 
definitely enquire about Islamic laws and rulings from 
him but do not attend his assembly. This will 
contradict the dictates of love and honour. If your 
spiritual mentor is alive, do not sit by anyone else. 
There has to be a cut-out so that you receive complete 
electricity from the power house. When the heart 
desires to go to others it is a sign of lack of love for the 
spiritual mentor.” 

The relationship of Hadrat Wala with his spiritual 
mentor 

Hadrat said, “During my study period, huge jalsas 
used to take place in Phulpur (Allahabad) but I did not 
attend any of those jalsas. Instead, I would sit with my 
spiritual mentor and I would feel as though I was 
gazing at Allah ta'ala. Nobody explained this point to 
me nor did my spiritual mentor tell me about it but, 

Love teaches one the etiquette of love. 

When I was studying in intermediate school, the 
villagers used to recite the following poem, 

O my Allah! What enjoyment there is in the 
tavern of our spiritual mentor! The 
enjoyment of both worlds is in one cup.” 
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The intention for the connection with the spiritual 
mentor 

Hadrat said, “Make intention to attain Allah ta'ala 
through the spiritual mentor just as the Qur’an says 
regarding the Sahabah radiyalldhu 'anhum, 

OjA ;'ji 

They intend Allah ta'ala. 1 

If there is no desire for Allah ta'ala in the heart, that 
heart is empty and everyone enters an empty heart. 
'Allamah AlusI rahimahullah says, “A person who is 
not a man of spiritual affiliation is like a mad dog who 
looks here and there all the time!”” 

Desiring Allah Himself 

Hadrat said, “Allah ta'ala Himself is desired while we 
are the desirers. The proof for this is found in the 
Qur’an, 

Turn towards your Lord. 2 
Hadrat Yusuf 'alayhis salam said, 



O my Lord! The prison (of Your path) is more beloved to 
me. 3 


1 Surah al-An'am, 6: 52. 

2 Surah Inshirah, 94: 8. 

3 Surah Yusuf, 12: 33. 
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I mentioned this point to Hadrat Maulana Shah 
Partabgarhl rahimahulldh in Muradabad and said that 
the Being in whose path the prison becomes beloved 
and in fact more beloved as understood from the 
above verse, can never be a bed of roses. When Hadrat 
Partabgarhl rahimahulldh heard this, he was 
overwhelmed. It is through the sheer mercy of Allah 
ta'ala that I can see the path of Allah ta'ala like the 
sun. For a servant, Allah alone is sufficient. The 
Qur’an says, 

oi^ 4JJ1 f\ 


Is Allah not sufficient for His servant? 1 ” 

A deprived disciple 

Hadrat said, “Some disciples stay with their spiritual 
mentor and make dhikr as well but they cannot attain 
Allah ta'ala because they listen to the spiritual mentor 
but they fail to obey his instructions. It shows that 
their hearts are filled with the creation and things 
besides Allah ta'ala.” 

The value of Allah’s ardent lovers 


Hadrat Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl Phulpuri rahimahulldh 
said, “Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam was at 
home when the following verse was revealed, 





ij 


Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam immediately 
went out in search of those people in whose company 
he was commanded to sit. What great people they 


1 Surah az-Zumar, 39: 36. 
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must have been that Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam was commanded to sit with them. They were 
not strangers but friends. Rasulullah sallallahu 
'alayhi wa sallam is an ardent lover of Allah ta'ala and 
he was being commanded to sit with ardent lovers. 

The goal of my life and the aid to my 
existence is to live and die with Your ardent 
lovers. 

The objective of true lovers is Allah alone 

0 < 0-^0 > * ^ W '' ° * < 0 0 

We deduce from the above verse that the spiritual 
blessing of prophethood depends on two aspects: 1. 
The remembrance of Allah ta'ala and 2. Making Allah 
ta'ala the goal. The verb used in the above verse is, 

' o > o > 

OjA ;ji 

This verb in the Arabic language is called fi'l-e-mudari' 
and it is used for the present as well as future tense. 
Hence the verse means that Allah ta'ala should be the 
goal presently and for the future as well. Likewise 
followers and disciples will receive the spiritual 
blessings of the friends of Allah ta'ala and the 
vicegerents of Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam 
because of the same two aspects. If any disciple is 
hankering after beautiful women, how can Allah ta'ala 
be the goal of his heart? 

Another trait of the ardent lovers 

The Qur’an explains another trait of the lovers of Allah 
ta'ala. 
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They seek Allah’s grace and His pleasure. 1 

Ardent lovers seek to please Allah ta'ala all the time. 
Those who long to commit sin are ungrateful. Do they 
regard the command of Allah ta'ala to abstain from 
sin to be a type of oppression! Have firm resolve to live 
a life of taqwa. The following statement of Hadrat 
'Umar radiyallahu 'anhu is sufficient, 

ulcjj J 'ij 

He is not as sly and evasive as a fox. 

Do not adopt the slyness of foxes. Rather become a 
lion. Therefore merely being in the company of your 
spiritual mentor is not enough. In fact it is imperative 
to become such a disciple who receives spiritual 
blessing. 

A truly rich man 

How wealthy is that person who has Allah ta'ala in his 
heart! When Allah ta'ala enters the heart, worldly 
kingship will appear worthless. Affiliation has a 
certain weight. A branch which has fruit on it tends to 
bend down and hang low. It is either the affiliation to 
the spiritual mentor or to Allah ta'ala. Hakim al- 
Ummat rahimahullah says, “The first sign of a person 
who has acquired spiritual affiliation is that he begins 
to love the creation. He starts to serve and honour 
them. The greatness of Allah ta'ala develops in his 
heart.” 


1 Surah al-Fath, 48: 29. 
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Intention for delivering lectures 

Hadrat said, “The lecturer should intend in his talks 
and lectures to benefit himself in addition to earning 
the pleasure of Allah ta'dla. 'Allamah Sha'ranI 
rahimahullah says, “Allah ta'dla says in the Qur’an, 

Remind, for indeed the reminder is beneficial for the 
believers. 1 

The lecturer is also a believer. That person who does 
not benefit from the advice should examine his Iman. 
He is either a hypocrite or his iman is weak. Otherwise 
this blessed verse is telling us that there is definitely 
benefit in advice.” 

Hadrat Hakim al-Ummat rahimahullah says, “One who 
is afflicted with a spiritual illness should lecture and 
advise people about that spiritual illness.” 

The result of sin and good deeds 

Hadrat said, “Every sin leads to another sin and a 
good deed becomes the cause for another good deed.” 
Then Hadrat said, “Shaytan influences a person to 
postpone his repentance. This is contrary to dignity 
and honour.” Hadrat also said, “Engaging in dhikr 
while a person is committing sins will be beneficial 
but it will not be enough.” 

The meaning of a certain HadTth 

Hadrat said that Hadrat Hakim al-Ummat Thanwl 
rahimahullah said, “I had a question regarding the 
following Hadlth, 


1 Surah az-Zariyat, 51: 55. 
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Visit people occasionally, your love will increase. 

My question was that Hadrat Abu Hurayrah 
radiyallahu r anhu remained with Rasulullah sallallahu 
'alayhi wa sallam all the time so is this not a 
contradiction? 'Allamah Jalal ad-DIn rahimahullah 
provided the answer, 

Being in the company of their beloved only 
occasionally is not the way of the true 
lovers (of the friends of Allah ta'ala), since 
the hearts of the true lovers are forever 
thirsty (to be in the company of the pious). 

Thei condition is like a fish which can get 
no peace unless it is in water. 

Connection with Allah and pride 


The senior khallfah of Hadrat Hakim al-Ummat 
Thanwi rahimahullah, Hadrat Maslhullah Khan Sahib 
rahimahullah said, “Affiliation with Allah ta'ala and 
pride can never be found together.” Hadrat further 
explained the reason for this, “Allah ta'ala says in the 
Holy Qur’an, 




l I , 


When kings enter a city, they destroy it and disgrace 
its honourable and respectable people. 1 

When Allah ta'ala enters a person’s heart, He captures 
and defeats all of His enemies such as pride, 
ostentation and so forth.” 


1 Surah an-Naml, 27: 34. 
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The definition of Siddlq 

Hadrat said, “'Allamah Alusi rahimahullah explains 
three meanings of Siddlq and Allah ta'ala inspired me 
with one more meaning: 

1. A person whose words and actions do not 
contradict each other. 

2. A person whose internal self is not affected by 
external conditions. 

3. A person who sacrifices both worlds for the 
pleasure of his beloved. 

The above three definitions are explained by 'Allamah 
Alusi rahimahullah. The fourth definition which Allah 
ta'ala bestowed on me is that Siddlq refers to a person 
whose every moment is occupied in pleasing Allah 
ta'ala. If at any time he makes a mistake, he cries 
before Allah ta'dla and regains His pleasure. 

An incident regarding etiquette and respect 

Hadrat said, “When we were studying in Hadrat 
Phulpurr’s madrasah, an old teacher who was a 
disciple of Hadrat Phulpurr used to teach us Persian. 
His teaching method was not good. He could not 
explain the lesson well but we never complained about 
him and as a result of this Allah ta'ala used me to 
write the commentary of Mathnawl Sharif. Once when 
I travelled to India, I also went to visit that teacher. I 
showed him the commentary of Mathnawl Sharif. He 
looked at it and said, “Did you study Persian 
elsewhere as well?” I said to him, “Hadrat! I only 
learnt Persian from you and this commentary is the 
blessing and result of your lessons.”” 
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Serving one’s parents, teachers and spiritual 
mentor 


Hadrat said, “The service of one’s parents, teachers 
and spiritual mentor is not in vain. A person receives 
the spiritual blessing of that service even in this 
world. Although natural love is also a bounty but that 
love which develops through obedience yields total 
benefit.” Hadrat laughed and said, “The definition of a 
disciple is, 


oil 




One who has no intention of his own.” 

The interpretation of my dream 

Hadrat rahimahullah said regarding me, “Despite 
Maulana Jalll being an 'alim, he has made monetary 
and physical sacrifices. I am astonished at his 
courage.” I said, “Through the blessing of Hadrat 
Wala’s du'a, Allah ta'ala blessed me with children 
after twelve years and granted me a son. After the 
birth of my son I dreamt that someone was saying to 
me, “Visit the Ka'bah to express your gratitude.” After 
this dream, I tried my best to go to the Haramayn 
Sharifayn but I could not gather the means. However 
when I heard of your journey to Burma and 
Bangladesh, I felt a strong urge to join Hadrat and the 
means were available.” 

After pausing for a while Hadrat said, “Have you 
performed your fard hajj?” I replied in the affirmative. 
Hadrat Wala rahimahullah said, “Through an optional 
hajj, the blessing of the house of Allah ta'ala is 
acquired but a person acquires Allah ta'ala by the 
friends of Allah ta'ala and Allah ta'ala is greater than 


132 



the Ka'bah.” After hearing this I felt very relieved. The 
dream was interpreted. Then Hadrat said, “Always 
make du'a to Allah ta'ala to grant you a connection 
with His true friends.” 

The definition of the greatness of Allah 

Hadrat said, “When the water of seven oceans and the 
pens of all the trees of the world could not write the 
greatness of Allah ta'ala, He had the definition of His 
greatness written with the blood of Rasulullah 
sallalld.hu 'alayhi wa sallam and the martyrs. Those 
who could not give their necks testified with the blood 
of their desires. Those who destroy their desires, Allah 
ta'ala writes the definition of His greatness with the 
blood of their desires. They will also stand in the row 
of martyrs on the Day of Resurrection.” 

An 'alim who sits in the company of the pious and 
one who does not 

Hadrat said that Hadrat Phulpuri rahimahullah used 
to say, “An 'alim who does not sit in the company of 
the pious is like a raw kebab which makes a person 
nauseous and causes him to vomit. He will relate the 
statements and incidents of the pious but there will be 
no fragrance in his words. An 'alim who sits in the 
company of the pious is like a roasted kebab which 
emits an aroma that spreads all over.” Hadrat added, 
“If the 'ulama’ acquire the pain of the heart, three 
'ulama’ will be enough for Bengal. Spend forty days in 
the company of one of Allah’s friends and acquire the 
courage of taqwa.” 

The bounty of love for the sake of Allah 

Hadrat said, “It is mentioned in the Hadlth that there 
will be seven types of people who will be in the shade 
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of Allah’s throne on the Day of Resurrection. One of 
those seven will be those who loved each another for 
the sake of Allah ta'dla. Therefore love each other. Do 
not harbour ill feelings for one another over trivial 
issues. Those who will be under some shade on that 
day will not have to render any account while those 
who will have no shade will have to render an 
account. Will Allah ta'dla call a person into the shade 
of His throne and then put him in Hell? That will 
never happen!” 

Working in a bank 

Hadrat said, “Working in a bank is forbidden. Do not 
congratulate anyone who progresses and receives 
promotions in a bank, otherwise Allah ta'dla will 
become displeased. This promotion is the “promotion” 
of a bucket-carrier (the one who cleans toilets by 
carrying away their filth in buckets). 

Hadrat Maulana Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl Phulpuri 

Hadrat Wala rahimahullah said, “I am a slave of that 
spiritual mentor who was invited for a meal by a rich 
man. When he sat down on the table cloth, the rich 
man said some disrespectful words regarding Imam 
Bukhari rahimahullah. My Hadrat rahimahullah raised 
his staff which he named 'Abd al-Jabbar and which 
was always soaked in mustard seed oil and struck the 
rich man once. The rich man fell down and his servant 
lifted him up, took him inside the house and closed 
the door. Hadrat returned to the khanqah. Later on 
when that rich man was about to die, he called Hadrat 
Phulpuri rahimahullah and asked him for forgiveness.” 
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The difference between an ascetic’s temperament 
and a lover’s temperament 

Hadrat said, “Be alert like how a person who is 
fighting in Allah’s path remains alert and vigilant and 
do not allow any forbidden pleasure to enter your 
heart. When such obedience exists, you will attain 
Allah ta'dla.” Asghar Gundwl rahimahullah, the 
teacher of Jigar rahimahullah says, 

My soul desires to sacrifice itself in front of 
the wave of disasters for the one who 
taught me the lesson of love every moment. 

The taqwa of an ascetic’s temperament is little and the 
taqwa of an ardent lover’s temperament is more 
provided that the lover’s temperament is not sinful.” 

Durud sharlf is a ticket 

Hadrat said, “This is an official du'a. Hence it will be 
accepted in that royal office. However the ticket of 
durud sharlf is necessary. Hadrat 'Umar radiyallahu 
r anhu said, “Recite durud in your du'a, otherwise it 
will not rise up.” 'Allamah Shamr rahimahullah said, 
“Durud sharlf is certainly accepted. Therefore recite 
durud sharlf at the beginning and end of your du'a. 
Allah ta'ala is kind. When He accepts the durud 
sharlf, he will also accept the du'a.” 

Status of 'ulama’ 

Hadrat said, “In Tafsir Kabir, Imam Fakhr ad-Drn RazI 
rahimahullah has mentioned a Hadrth with his chain 
of narrators. Rasulullah sallallahu r alayhi wa sallam 
said, “The 'ulama’ will be held back from entering 
Paradise and it will be said to them, “Bring your 
friends to the plains of resurrection as well because 
after entering Paradise, nobody will be allowed to 
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come out.” The Sahabah radiyallahu 'anhum enquired, 
“How many people will one 'alim be able to take?” 
Rasulullah sallalld.hu 'alayhi wa sallam replied, “A 
number equal to the stars in the sky.”” 

The value of Allah’ friends 

Hadrat said, “There is a Hadith in Bukhari Sharif 
regarding those who remember Allah ta'ala. In the end 
of the Hadith the following sentence appears, 

Those who sit in their company are not wretched and 
unfortunate. 

Allamah Ibn Hajar 'AsqalanI rahimahullah explaining 
the above words says, 



o > " ' > " * " 
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Those who sit with them are counted amongst them in 
the eyes of Allah ta'ala.” 

It is kufr to become despondent 

Hadrat said that Hadrat Shah 'Abd al-Ghanr Phulpuri 
rahimahullah said, “Allah ta'ala has classified 
despondency as kufr and said, “If anyone becomes 
despondent of My mercy, I will put him in Hell.” It is 
as though Allah ta'ala is making us hopeful of His love 
and mercy. If He wanted us to remain despondent, He 
would not have made hope compulsory and 
despondency kufr.” 

More intense love for Allah 


Hadrat said, “My friend, Muftr Manzur Sahib asked 
me a question in Kanpur. He said, “If a businessman 
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does not put his heart into his business, how will his 
business operate? If a farmer does not put his heart 
into his farming, how will his farm flourish? So how 
can we join this worldly love with the love for Allah 
ta'dla?” I said that it is incorrect to discard the world. 
Rather love all but love Allah ta'dla the most. It is part 
of man’s nature to love wealth as it is mentioned in 
the Qur’an, 

ij-di jL\ QJr % 

Indeed he (man) has intense love for wealth. 1 
The Qur’an says regarding the love for Allah ta'dla, 

A $} & 1 o'* 

Those who believe have more intense love for Allah 
ta'dla. 2 

The late Jigar MuradabadI explains this in the 
following couplet, 

O Jigar! The perfection of my ardent love is 
only this much that He conquered me and I 
conquered the world. 

The wisdom of the statement of love 

Hadrat said, “Allah ta'dla did not command the 
believers to have intense love for Him but instead 
made a statement that those who believe do have 
intense love for Him. The reason for this is that when 
a believer recognizes Allah, he will automatically love 
Him. A beautiful woman does not say, “Love me.” Men 


1 Surah al-'Adiyat, 100: 8. 

2 Surah al-Baqarah, 2: 168. 
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are automatically attracted to her. Those who have 
correct and sound Iman will automatically love Allah 
ta'dla. If one’s love for Allah ta'dla is weak, it is a sign 
of weak iman. Such a man is a weak and imperfect 
believer. He is not a complete and perfect believer. 

Hadrat Wala’s good opinion of me 

Hadrat rahimahulldh said to me, “You have come after 
undergoing a lot of sacrifice. Masha’ Allah, you even 
relate my words and statements. This is a sign of your 
strong affiliation with me.” Hadrat added, “There were 
five khulafa’ in A'zamgarh viz. Hadrat Khwajah 
Majdhub rahimahulldh, Hadrat Maulana Maslhullah 
Khan Sahib, Hadrat Maulana Wasiyullah Khan Sahib 
rahimahulldh, Hadrat Dr. 'Abd al-Hayy Sahib 
rahimahulldh and Hadrat Maulana Shah Abrar al- 
Haqq Sahib rahimahulldh. Hadrat Khwajah Majdhub 
rahimahulldh was delivering a lecture and the rest 
were listening whereas Hadrat Khwajah Sahib 
rahimahulldh was not even an 'alim. Hadrat Maulana 
Shah Abrar al-Haqq Sahib rahimahulldh said, “The 
reason for this was that Hadrat Khwajah Sahib 
rahimahulldh was relating the words of Hadrat Thanwl 
rahimahulldh verbatim and he was an ardent lover of 
his spiritual mentor.”” 

Evil thoughts about the friends of Allah 

Hadrat said, “Some people have evil thoughts about 
those who are serving Islam due to having a lack of 
knowledge or being deprived of love. Hadrat Hakim al- 
Ummat Thanwl rahimahulldh used to say that there 
are two causes for evil thoughts: 1. Lack of knowledge 
2. Lack of love. 

If love exists then a lack of knowledge is not harmful. 
Hadrat Thanwl rahimahulldh used to say, “I have 
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confidence in people who possess love but not on 
those who have respect because respect is like the 
testicles of a donkey. Sometimes it is veiy visible and 
sometimes it disappears. Lovers are loyal throughout 
their lives whereas people who have respect develop 
evil thoughts. It is for this reason that Allah ta'dla 
mentions the people of love in contrast to the 
renegades because lovers are always loyal.”” 

The name of Allah’s lovers 

Hadrat said, “I have kept a name for the lovers of 
Allah ta'ala-'Ashiq Kayf-o-Masti Nawaqif Intizam-e- 
Bastl- The one who loves to be emotionally 
enraptured, but has no knowledge of the running of a 
village. 

The effect of evil glances 

Hadrat said that Hadrat Hakim al-Ummat Thanwl 
rahimahullah used to say, “One who protects his gaze 
has been promised the sweetness of Iman. Through 
evil glances that sweetness is snatched away. Hence if 
a person recites the Qur’an after looking at evil, he will 
feel restless and uneasy.” Hadrat added, “Through evil 
glances, one enjoys three minutes of pleasure and is 
punished for twenty three hours and fifty seven 
minutes whereas through protecting one’s gaze, a 
person regrets for three minutes and is comfortable 
and happy for the rest of the day.” 

The harm of displeasing Allah 

Hadrat said, “When Allah ta'dla becomes angiy with a 
servant, the love that the creation have for him ends. 
This is because Allah ta'dla has promised a reward for 
those who please him in the following verse, 
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The Most Merciful (Allah) will create love for them (those 
who believe and do good deeds). 1 

When Allah ta'ala becomes displeased then the 
opposite occurs. The speech, heart and soul of that 
servant become miserable. His power of perception 
becomes dull. The entire world becomes plain and 
tasteless. 


Allah ta'ala explained the value of His pleasure. 

i 4jd\ ya 


The pleasure of Allah ta'ala is the greatest (bounty). 2 

The tanwln that appears at the end of the word 
ridwan is for taqlU which means that even a little 
pleasure of Allah ta'ala is veiy great. Hence a little 
displeasure of the Allah ta'ala is also veiy severe.” 

The value of a sinner’s tears 


Hadrat said that Hadrat Maulana Rashid Ahmad 
Gangohi rahimahullah said, “The tears of a sinner are 
precious and great in the court of Allah ta'ala. When a 
king orders a pearl from another kingdom, it will be 
worth much more in his kingdom. There are no tears 
in the heavens by Allah ta'ala therefore they are 
ordered from this world. This point was explained to 
me by my spiritual mentor, Hadrat Phulpuri 
rahimahullah, and a statement heard from the pious 
elders is greater than books. Similar to how the 


1 Surah Maryam, 19: 96. 

2 Surah at-Taubah, 9: 72. 
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Sahabah radiyallahu 'anhum say, “My friend 
Rasulullah sallalld.hu 'alayhi wa sallam said.” It is not 
enough to just cite books as a reference. Instead, you 
should also cite the reference of the pious elders.” 

The spiritual ecstasy of Hadrat Wala 

Hadrat said, “When Allah ta'ala grants me the ecstasy 
of His love the thrones and crowns of kings become 
worthless, the light of the sun and moon fades and the 
grace of beautiful people falls away. Therefore, may 
Allah ta'ala rain upon Akhtar the treasures of the 
heavens and the earth so that he may build madaris, 
masajid and khanqah’s throughout the world, pay off 
the loans of the 'ulama’, build their homes and 
purchase shares for them in factories so that they 
may not be in need of anyone.” 

Seeking refuge from Hell and the actions that lead 
to Hell 


Hadrat said, “It is pointless for a person to seek refuge 
from Hell but not from those actions that lead to Hell. 
Therefore Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam 
taught the ummat such a du'a wherein both Paradise 
and those actions that lead to Paradise are sought and 
wherein refuge is sought from Hell and those actions 
that lead to Hell. The du'a is as follows, 





O Allah! I ask You for Paradise and actions which will 
bring me close to Paradise and I seek Your refuge from 
Hell and actions which will bring me close to Hell. 

In this du'a, the entire Din has been sought because 
in the first part all good has been mentioned and in 
the second part all bad has been mentioned.” 
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The ability to do good actions 

Hadrat said, “One will gain the ability to do good 
actions through the company of those who possess 
that ability. When the friends of Allah ta'dla are 
mentioned, mercy descends whereas they are not even 
present. So imagine how much of mercy will descend 
when they are present. The fortune and fate of man 
changes when he is with the friends of Allah ta'dla.” 

The sign of acceptance of du'a 

Hadrat said that his spiritual mentor, Hadrat Maulana 
Phulpuri rahimahullah said, “When tears flow from 
your eyes while making du'a, understand that the 
receipt of acceptance for that du'a has arrived.” 

The need for a spiritual mentor 

Hadrat said, “A spiritual mentor is one who removes 
the pain from your heart. The dhikr of Allah ta'dla is a 
sword but this sword will only work when it is in the 
hand of a spiritual mentor. The spiritual mentor 
regularly deflates the tyre of the carnal self. If the 
spiritual mentor scolds you, regard it as a favour. If he 
does not scold you, do not become despondent. 
Hadrat Hakim al-Ummat Thanwi rahimahullah said, 
“Our HajI Imdadullah Sahib rahimahullah did not even 
know what shouting and anger was but his spiritual 
blessing and affiliation was so strong that no person 
who kept his company became unsuccessful.”” 

The reward for patience when there is a strong 
urge to sin 

Hadrat said, “If the urge to commit sin is great, the 
patience required is also great. If one exercises great 
patience, he will be blessed with a strong and special 
connection to Allah ta'dla. Connection differs with 
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each person. The connection enjoyed by the Prophets 
'alayhim as-salam is not enjoyed by the siddlqln. My 
spiritual mentor, Hadrat Phulpuri rahimahullah says 
that the connection with Allah ta'ala differs in actions. 
It is different in sajdah, ruku', salah, hajj and other 
acts of worship. It is different when a person protects 
his gaze. There are such spiritual manifestations that 
descend when protecting the gaze that man himself 
perceives it.” Hadrat Hakim al-Ummat Thanwl 
rahimahullah said, “Spiritual light enters the soul in 
proportion to the grief that overcomes the carnal self 
on account of taqwa.”” 

The worship of one who has recognised Allah 

Hadrat HajI Imdadullah Muhajir-e-MakkI Sahib 
rahimahullah said, “One will attain the recognition of 
Allah ta'ala through going to the friends of Allah 
ta'ala. Thereafter your two rak'ats as an 'arif will be 
greater than one hundred thousand rak'ats of a non- 
'arif. A non-'arif cannot speak from the position and 
rank that an 'arif speaks. It is like the speech of all the 
Prophets 'alayhim as-salam and the speech of our 
NabI sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. The speech of our 
NabI sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam will supersede all 
others because Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam visited Allah ta'ala on the night of mi'raj. 

Physical mi'raj 

Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam was favoured 
with a physical mi'raj. The proof for this is the verse of 
the Qur’an, 

o-Qiu qjill 
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Glory be to the One who took His slave on the night 
journey. 1 

A person can only be a slave when there is a physical 
body because the soul alone cannot be enslaved. To be 
a slave, the body is necessary. Scientists say, “How 
did Rasulullah sallalla.hu 'alayhi wa sallam go when 
there is no opening in the sky?” There is consensus on 
the fact that Hadrat Adam 'alayhis salam came from 
Paradise. Rasulullah sallalla.hu 'alayhi wa sallam 
ascended through the same avenue that Hadrat Adam 
'alayhis salam descended. 

Darwin’s theory 

Hadrat said, “Dr. Darwin theorised that man is the 
offspring of monkeys. Someone said to Hadrat Hakim 
al-Ummat rahimahullah, “Write a refutation of this 
theory.” Hadrat responded, “Every person has the 
choice to introduce his family. We are the children of a 
Prophet. They regard themselves as children of 
monkeys so let them say that. Why should we 
object?”” 

Travelling with one’s spiritual mentor 

If a person travels with his spiritual mentor with love, 
he will be with his spiritual mentor on the Day of 
Resurrection as well and he will have a share in the 
Din of his spiritual mentor. 

The ardent lover and the seashore 

Hadrat said, “Many friends of Allah ta'ala built 
khanqah’s on seashores because through the ocean 
waves, the waves of their heart would rise. To see 


1 Surah Bam Israll, 17: 1. 
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water in a dream is a sign of acquiring Allah’s 
recognition. The first food that the residents of 
Paradise will be fed will be the liver of fish because 
fish have a lot of recognition of Allah ta'dla. This is 
because initially the throne of Allah ta’dla was on 
water. Therefore Allah ta'dla will make His close 
creation the food for His close servants. 

The close proximity of the sun 

Hadrat said, “Allah ta'dla did not give the planet 
Mercury any moon because it is close to the sun and 
it remains bright all the time. We conclude that a 
planet which is close to the sun is not in need of a 
moon. Likewise those friends of Allah ta'dla who have 
become close to the sun are not in need of moons.” 

The association of the pious 

Hadrat said, “A sinner also regards himself to be a bad 
person but the mere knowledge of one’s evil is not 
sufficient for a person’s treatment. If a doctor told his 
patient that he has kidney stones, mere knowledge of 
the problem will not result in the treatment as long as 
the patient does not diet and take medication. 
Likewise many disciples are aware of their spiritual 
ailments but spiritual health is not attained by merely 
having that knowledge. There is a need for courage 
and determination in order to act on that knowledge 
and this will be obtained from the men of courage.” 

The speciality of human nature 

Hadrat said that Imam Ghazall rahimahullah said, 
“Allah ta'dla has made the nature of man capable of 
replicating and adopting good qualities and 
characteristics. Allah ta'dla did not grant this ability 
to animals. If you keep a pig with a deer, the pig’s 
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habits will not change. If you keep a fly with moths, 
the fly’s habits will not change because Allah ta'dla 
did not want to make them His friends. Allah ta'dla 
wanted to make human beings His friends. A man 
becomes the friend of Allah ta'dla through sitting in 
the company of a friend of Allah ta'dla.” Hadrat added, 
“That disciple who makes the dhikr of Allah ta'dla has 
a greater capacity of absorbing the spiritual blessing 
of his spiritual mentor.” 

The sign of sin 

Hadrat said, “Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam 
mentioned two signs of sin: 

1 . 


Sin is something that troubles the heart and makes it 
restless. 

This is proof that the deed is bad because the heart 
does not become restless through good acts. 

2 . 

You dislike that people should come to know about it. 

Akhtar says that when the carnal self urges you to do 
a certain act, say, “I will consult with my friends and 
seek their du'as.” Insha’ Allah, through this the carnal 
self will forget about its demands.” 
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The promise of sweetness of Tman for protecting 
the gaze 

Hadrat said, “Why did Allah ta'ala make a promise of 
sweetness of Iman for protecting the gaze? The reason 
is that the heart is the king of the body. If the king 
works, his salary will be much higher. In order to 
protect the gaze, the heart has to endure pain so it 
breaks. It is mentioned in the Hadlth, 



I am with those whose hearts are broken. 

Hadrat 'Umar radiyalla.hu r anhu used to say, “Those 
who fulfil the commandments of Allah ta'ala, abstain 
from His prohibitions and do not adopt the slyness of 
foxes will attain Allah ta'dla.” 

I am a victim of the sword of Your 
command. My martyrdom is not in need of 
a dagger. 

A martyr is stained with blood as a result of the 
disbeliever’s sword and the ardent lover is stained 
with blood as a result of the sword of Allah’s 
commandments. 

The wine of Allah’s love 

Hadrat said, “The wine of Allah’s love is eternal and 
everlasting. The bounties of Paradise are forever but 
they are not eternal. Paradise is also bereft of the 
magnificence of eternity so that nothing can be like 
Allah ta'ala because Allah ta'ala says, 


And nothing is like Him (Allah). 
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The bounties of the world are neither eternal nor 
everlasting. They are veiy inferior.” 

Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam said, “Had the 
value of this world been equal to one wing of a 
mosquito in the sight of Allah ta'dla, no disbeliever 
would have received drop of water.” 

The purpose of going to the friends of Allah 

Do not go to the friends of Allah ta'dla seeking 
quantity because quantity is the same. They also 
perform the same number of fard rak'ats in salah that 
the general Muslims perform. However there is a 
difference in quality. When the friends of Allah ta'dla 
prostrate, they place their heart and they see a 
physical likeness of their souls performing ruku' and 
sajdah. Therefore go to them to progress in the state of 
ihsan because they have the ability to transfer it. 

Hadrat Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl Phulpuri rahimahullah 
used to say, “The meaning of ihsan is to embellish. 
Ihsan embellishes the qualities of Iman and Islam.” 

The blood of the carnal self 

Hadrat said, “The lion is the king of the jungle 
because it drinks the blood of other animals. Hence it 
is veiy strong. Lions rule over the jungle whereas they 
are small in number. Likewise, those who drink the 
blood of their carnal selves, they are spiritually veiy 
strong and they rule. Whoever does not drink his 
carnal self’s blood, his carnal self will drink his 
spiritual blood and drop him down. When the blood of 
the carnal self is drunk, the friends of Allah ta'dla can 
see it falling with a thud. If even one such mad lover 
exists who drinks the blood of his desires, he keeps 
the entire universe awake. 
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May every soul drink the blood of its 
desires. Such a mad lover is required for 
Allah’s sake. 

The sweetness of Allah’s closeness 

Ta’ib Sahib recited the following couplets among other 
poems, 

He can be felt but not seen. The lips of that 
kisser is different. 

Upon this Hadrat said that one of his Persian couplets 
are based on the same subject. 

Allah ta'ala gives numerous kisses with 
invisible lips. I cannot describe the amount 
of pleasure the soul derives. 

The closeness of Allah is superior to Paradise 

Hadrat said that the pleasure of Allah’s closeness is 
greater than Paradise. Hence Rasulullah sallalld.hu 
'alayhi wa sallam supplicated, 

^ > Q t * 
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O Allah! I ask you for Your pleasure and Paradise. 

In the above du'a the j is a particle used for 

conjunction which means that the love and pleasure 
of Allah ta'ala is one thing and Paradise is something 
else. Hadrat Shah 'Abd al-Ghanl Phulpuri 
rahimahullah used to say, “When one will see Allah 
ta'ala, he will not even think of Paradise because Allah 
ta'ala is Eternal and Everlasting and Paradise is only 
everlasting. The quality of lasting forever is also found 
in the intense love of a believer because his intention 
is everlasting as he intends that as long as he is alive, 
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he will live as the slave of Allah ta'ala. What a major 
difference between Allah ta'ala and Paradise!” 

Remembering Allah through gazing at His friends 

Hadrat said, “Wherever gold is mined in South Africa 
we find that the sand which is attached to the gold 
has become golden in colour. When the nur of Allah 
ta'ala enters the hearts of His friends, it reaches every 
fibre through their blood stream and their every atom 
becomes illuminated. Therefore when a person looks 
at them, he remembers Allah ta'ala.” 

The lock on the path of Allah 

Hadrat said, “Carnal desires are locks on the path of 
Allah ta'ala. You should suck the blood of those 
desires. This does not mean that you must commit 
suicide but rather obey the commands of Allah ta'ala. 
Wherever we are prohibited we abstain. Wherever we 
are permitted we engage. Maulana Jalal ad-DIn Rum! 
rahimahullah says, 

As long as the carnal desires remain fresh, 

Iman will not be fresh. These carnal desires 
are the locks on Allah’s door. 


The meaning of the people of dhikr 


Hadrat said, “Allah ta'ala says in the Qur’an, 




Ask the people of dhikr if you do not know. 1 

The people of dhikr refers to the 'ulama’. If you do not 
possess knowledge then enquire from those who 


1 Surah an-Nahl, 16:43. 
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possess knowledge. Why were 'ulama’ referred to as 
people of dhikr? So that the 'ulama’ should not 
become unmindful of the dhikr of Allah ta'dla.” 

The intoxication of Allah’s remembrance 

Hadrat said, “Allah ta'dla and His remembrance 
contain the intoxication of eternity and 
everlastingness. 

I have given up the courage to explain and 
elucidate Your manifestations. I have cast 
aside my sightless tongue and my 
speechless eyes. 

When a person experiences ecstasy and exhilaration 
through Allah’s remembrance, he becomes 
independent of both worlds. He asks for Paradise 
while understanding it to be the command of Allah 
ta'dla and the abode of ardent lovers. This world is 
already worthless. The permissible things are not even 
equal to the wing of a mosquito and the impermissible 
things have no status. This is a place of test. 

I live in this world but I do not desire it. I 
walk through the market place but I am not 
a customer.” 

The effect of sin 

Hadrat said, “One will surely become restless when 
committing a sin. He will become restless like a 
person in Hell. 

Ifei S! 

He will not die nor live in Hell . 1 


1 Surah al-A'la, 87: 13. 
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This is because sin is a branch of Hell and the branch 
has the effect of the main centre. Just as Allah ta'dla 
will treat the main centre with the manifestation of 
His foot, likewise the remedy of the carnal self will 
take place through the manifestation of Allah’s nur.” 

Evil glances and the heart 

Hadrat said, “ Allah ta'dla says, 

1 Jpf 

He (Allah) is the one who sent down tranquillity in the 
hearts of the believers . 1 

Evil glances are such a curse which causes the heart 
to disappear. When there is no heart then where will 
tranquillity descend? Hence to become Allah’s friend 
and a man of spiritual affiliation is compulsory upon 
ever individual and supersedes everything else. First 
become Allah’s then everything else follows. Without 
Allah ta'dla you will not get peace. Therefore protect 
yourself from women and young lads. To look and 
listen to sin is very dangerous. One day a person will 
fall into sin.” 

The spiritual blessing of the spiritual guide 

Hadrat said, “I went with Hadrat Hardoi to a certain 
place. In the street there were vegetables and crops 
planted in front of the houses. In a small garden of 
one house everything was organised and well-set 
whereas the garden of the other house was like a 
thorn tree. Hadrat Hardoi stopped and said to his 
friends, “The difference between these two gardens is 
due to one having a gardener and the other not having 




1 Surah al-Fath: 48: 4. 
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a gardener. This is the example of a spiritual mentor. 
He pulls out the thorny trees of the carnal self from 
the heart of his disciple and he constantly plants the 
garden of Allah ta'dla love but there are two 
conditions: 1. The disciple must present his heart to 
his spiritual mentor and 2. He must drink the blood of 
his carnal self and oppose his carnal self.”” 

The essence of Sufism 


Hadrat said, “The essence of Sufism is for a person to 
regard his carnal self as an enemy. If not his life will 
pass, he will not acquire Allah ta'dla and will leave 
this world without Allah ta'dla. This statement that 
the carnal self is an enemy has been mentioned to us 
by Allah and His Rasul sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 
Rasulullah sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam said, 


'lO/O/ ** o ^ 
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Verily your greatest enemy is between your two 
flanks.” 

Happiness and grief 

Hadrat said, “A person reaches Allah ta'dla through 
the avenue of gratitude in affluence and patience in 
adversity.” 

It is only possible to pass through Your 
path in this manner-sometimes being 
patient on (the emotions of) the heart and 
sometimes expressing gratitude from the 
heart. 


However the path of affluence is dangerous. People 
become devoted and accustomed to luxury. In 
adversity and grief there is restlessness and weeping 
through which a person reaches his destination 
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quickly. For example a person endured the grief of 
protecting his gaze and became restless. In other 
words a person protected his gaze from seeing the 
cheek of someone and as a result he became restless. 
Based on that, the sweetness of iman enters the heart 
and the nur of taqwa develops. Thereafter this 
sweetness of iman and nur is transferred to the entire 
body via the blood stream and the effect of it is also 
seen on the face.” 1 


1 Extracted from Safar Namah Rangun-o-Dhakah. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 


All praise is due to Allah ta'dla translation and editing 
of this book was completed on 20 Rabf ath-Thanl 
1440 A.H./27 December 2018. We pray to Allah ta'dla 
to accept this humble effort and to make it a source of 
our salvation in this world and the Hereafter. Amin. 


j^Jll oil difl Uhi dij «j^il *@Ul dil til!) iL 


As with all human endeavours, there are bound to be 
errors, mistakes and slip-ups in the translation. I 
humbly request the reader to inform me of them so 
that these could be corrected in future editions. 
Constructive criticism and suggestions will be highly 
appreciated. I can be contacted via e-mail: 
maulanamah 0 med 3 fl@gmail.com 

Was salam 
Mahomed Mahomedy 
Durban, South Africa. 
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